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The BEACONS BENEFICE & PARISH of LLYN SAFADDAN
NOTICESHEET & SERVICE

Priest in Charge: Rev. Kelvin Richards tel: 01874-676146 e-mail kelvin@beaconssafaddan.plus.com
Associate Priest: Ven. Alan Jevons tel: 01874-658298 e-mail: alan.jevons@icloud.com

Local Ordained Minister: Rev. Liz Bramley tel: 01874 - 665267 e-mail: liz.bramley@icloud.com
Local Ordained Minister: Rev Trina Lodge tel: 01874 - 658878 e-mail: lodgetrina@gmail.com

Beacons Benefice - https://parish.churchinwales.org.uk/s475
Llyn Safaddan - https://parish.churchinwales.org.uk/s451

Sunday 2nd January : Christmas 2 / The Epiphany
9-15am Service over Zoom

Please contact one of the clergy for the link you’ll need in order to join this.

9-30am Communion Service at Llanfihangel Church

10-30am Communion Service at Llanfrynach Church

11.00am Communion Service at Llangors Church

2-00pm Memorial Service at Llanfihangel Church

Video Service on YouTube
Trina's latest Video Service can be found on either web-page.

Short Service with Readings & Reflection Please see below

Monday 3rd January
12-00 noon Wedding at Llanfeugan Church

Sunday 9th January : Epiphany 1
9-15am Service over Zoom

Please contact one of the clergy for the link you’ll need in order to join this.

10-30am Communion Service at Llanfeugan Church

11.00am Communion Service at Llangasty Church

Video Service on YouTube
Trina's next Video Service will be online by next Saturday

Short Service with Readings & Reflection

mailto:kelvin@beaconssafaddan.plus.com
mailto:alan.jevons@icloud.com
mailto:liz.bramley@icloud.com
mailto:petrinalodge@gmail.com
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SERVICES ON TV AND RADIO THIS WEEK
Sunday on Radio Wales: 7-31am & 7-28 pm Celebration: ‘Beginning a New Year’
Sunday on Radio 4: 8-10am Sunday Worship: Giving thanks for the life of Desmond Tutu
Sunday on BBC 1: 1.15pm Songs of Praise: Faith and Fitness
Sunday on Radio 3 3pm Choral Evensong from St Mary’s Warwick
Wednesday on Radio 3 : 4pm Choral Evensong from Winchester College
Monday - Friday at 9-45am on Radio 4 Long Wave only: The Daily Service

PCC MEETINGS:
The next PCC meetings will be:
7-30pm Tuesday 11th January for Llyn Safaddan, and
7-00pm Thursday 13th January for the Beacons Benefice
Because of the ongoing covid situation, both these meetings will be held over Zoom- details
and agendas to follow.

Following the move into Covid Alert Level 2 Restrictions in Wales from 26th December
onwards, the Church in Wales has updated its Covid guidance. You can find the latest
information and guidance at:

https://www.churchinwales.org.uk/en/clergy-and-members/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance/

Two metre social distancing in church (as in other indoor public spaces) is now a legal
requirement, rather than as previously, a strong recommendation. The requirement to wear
a face covering in church continues of course.

The Church in Wales also reiterates the Welsh Government advise to people:-

Get vaccinated – and if you’ve had your booster appointment, please make attending your
priority.

If you’re going out, or visiting people – flow before you go. Take a lateral flow test. If it’s
positive – don’t go out.

Meeting outdoors is better than indoors. If you’re meeting indoors make sure it’s well
ventilated.

Space out your socialising - people are encouraged to leave a day between meeting up with
others

Don’t forget about social distancing , wearing a face covering and washing your hands.

https://www.churchinwales.org.uk/en/clergy-and-members/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance/
https://www.churchinwales.org.uk/en/clergy-and-members/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance/


3

SERVICE FOR SUNDAY 2nd JANUARY
CHRISTMAS 2 / THE EPIPHANY - To use at home

INTRODUCTION
Alleluia, alleluia. We have seen his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen

Grace and peace be with you: And keep you in the love of Christ.

Heavenly Father, all hearts are open to you. No secrets are hidden from you. Purify us with
the fire of your Holy Spirit that we may love and worship you faithfully, through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.

A time of silence for reflection, then:

Lord Jesus, you are mighty God and Prince of peace:
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

Lord Jesus, you are Son of God and Son of Mary:
Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.

Lord Jesus, you are Word made flesh and splendour of the Father:
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

May the God of love and power forgive us and free us from our sins, heal and strengthen us by
his Spirit, and raise us to new life in Christ our Lord. Amen

THE GLORIA:
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father. We worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the
world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the most high Jesus
Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Collect for the Epiphany : Gracious God, who by the leading of a star manifested your only Son
to the peoples of the earth: mercifully grant that we, who know you now by faith, may at last
behold your glory face to face; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns
with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.

READINGS
Isaiah 60. 1-6 Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon
you. For darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the Lord will arise
upon you, and his glory will appear over you. Nations shall come to your light, and kings to the
brightness of your dawn.
Lift up your eyes and look around; they all gather together, they come to you; your sons shall
come from far away, and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms. Then you shall



4

see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and rejoice, because the abundance of the sea shall
be brought to you, the wealth of the nations shall come to you. A multitude of camels shall
cover you, the young camels of Midian and Ephah; all those from Sheba shall come. They shall
bring gold and frankincense, and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord.

Psalm 72. 10-15
The kings of Tarshish and of the isles shall pay tribute : the kings of Sheba and Seba shall bring
gifts.
All kings shall fall down before him : all nations shall do him service.
For he shall deliver the poor that cry out : the needy and those who have no helper.
He shall have pity on the weak and poor : he shall preserve the lives of the needy.
He shall redeem their lives from oppression and violence : and dear shall their blood be in his
sight.
Long may he live; unto him may be given gold from Sheba : may prayer be made for him
continually and may they bless him all the day long.

Matthew 2. 1-12 In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise
men from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, ‘Where is the child who has been born king of
the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.’ When King
Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling together all the
chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born.
They told him, ‘In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: “And you,
Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from
you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.” ’
Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the
star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, ‘Go and search diligently for the
child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him
homage.’ When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star
that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. When they
saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they
saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening
their treasure-chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been
warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road.

REFLECTION
This is a story of two kings.

The first who lived in a lavish palace, and was surrounded advisors, hangers-on, and underlings.
His domain was always growing, covering large expanses of geography from Palestine to parts
of modern-day Jordan, Lebanon, and Syria. He built great infrastructures – giant fortresses,
waterways, and theatres. The people in his kingdom called him “Herod the Great,” but the
Roman authorities elsewhere in the empire simply called him the “King of the Jews.”

The second king, well he would lived in a small hill-town backwater. His birth in a manger drew
shepherds from their flocks and angels from heaven. He was an infant, small, vulnerable, but
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holding within himself the potential of God’s coming reign. His family called him Jesus, but the
Angel Gabriel, who had appeared to Mary, his mother, had called him the “King of the Jews.”

This is the story of two kings.

One who ruled by fear, and the other who would rule by love. One who embodied tyranny, and
the other, compassion. One whose leadership was based in the authority of empire, the other
on the authority of God Almighty.

This is the story of two kings.

And of course the ancient world celebrated power much in the same way that we do today.
Herod’s kingship – his political authority – was confirmed and accepted not only by the Roman
state but also by his own subjects. His influence was a worldly one, and both of the names that
he was given – “Herod the Great” and “King of the Jews” – illustrate how powerful he was. He
was rich. He was surrounded by smart people. He was a celebrity, a person to know. Indeed it
was not only socially expected to worship Herod, but it was also an issue of life or death.
Remember, this is the same king who would behead John the Baptist. In short, Herod was a
tyrant; he was the very type of king that Jesus would warn about in his adult ministry. He is a
symbol of the principalities and powers that the coming Reign of God is meant to subvert and
destroy. He is the type of King that Mary sings about in the Magnifcat, praising God for the
work he has done in creating Jesus: “He has brought down the powerful from their thrones,”
she says, “and lifted up the lowly.”

This is the story of two kings

The powerful on his throne and the lowly in his manger throne: Herod and Jesus. Herod the
villain of the piece, a villain of history. The type of villain that history repeats, time and time
again – the dictator, the warmonger, the perpetrator of genocide, And also a representation of
the villains that our spirits battle – the sin that rivals Christ for kingship in our lives.

And so ultimately, the Magi, these mysterious travellers from afar, after their long journey from
the East, had a choice to make – a choice between these two kings. The pressure to worship
Herod, or at least to submit to his authority, must have been incredibly powerful, especially
when the other King of the Jews turned out to be nothing more than a frail a baby born to
poor parents in an occupied region of Judea.

But it’s here where Matthew gives us what is the most beautiful verse in this gospel passage.
After the Magi worship the child Jesus and present him with their gifts, we’re told that, “they
left for their own country by another road.”

So powerful was that first vision of Christ to them, the Magi altered their entire course. Rather
than go back to Herod – to the king whose power was affirmed by empire – they quietly chose
another route, another direction for their lives. They rejected sin and embraced Christ. They
did so under enormous pressure.

And of course, our lives, too, are often populated by competing kings, principalities, and
powers. The king of wealth, of pride, of popularity, even of having it all together. Like Herod,
they sit in their palaces and, through the influence of our culture and what it holds dear, they
exert pressure on us to come and worship.
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But not far away, in the hill country, another king waits in a manger. His kingship is like a breath
of fresh air, an antidote to the tyranny of Herod and all his kind. His kingship is one that is
offered freely, lovingly, and compassionately. His reign does not control us, it liberates.

And everyday we too are like the Magi, standing at a crossroads, deciding which route to take,
which king to worship. Amen

PRAYERS

Let us worship the Saviour with joy and make our prayer to our heavenly Father.

The magi came from the east to worship your Son: Father, grant to Christians everywhere
the spirit of adoration …
Lord of glory, hear our prayer.

The infant Christ received gifts of gold, incense and myrrh: Father, accept the offering of our
hearts and minds at the beginning of this year …
Lord of glory, hear our prayer.

The kingdoms of this world have become the kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ: Father,
grant an abundance of peace to your world …
Lord of glory, hear our prayer.

The Holy Family lived in exile and in the shadow of death: Father, look in mercy on all who are
poor and powerless, and all who suffer …
Lord of glory, hear our prayer.

Your Son shared the life of his home and family at Nazareth: Father, protect in your love our
neighbours, our families and the community of which we are a part …
Lord of glory, hear our prayer.

Father, we rejoice in our fellowship with the shepherds, the angels, the magi, the Virgin Mary,
Saint Joseph and all the faithful departed. In your unfailing love for us and for all people,
hear and answer our prayers through your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.

Out Father who art in Heaven...

CONCLUSION

God in heaven, we thank you for the perseverance of the wise men who travelled from afar to
worship at Jesus’ side and offer gifts. Help us always to to be generous to others and give us
the gift of perserverance, so that we can worship you throughout our Christian lives. We ask
this in Jesus’ name. Amen.

May Christ our Lord, to whom kings bowed down in worship and offered gifts, reveal to us his
glory and pour upon us the riches of his grace; and may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the
love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with us all, evermore. Amen.
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