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The BEACONS BENEFICE & PARISH of LLYN SAFADDAN
NOTICESHEET & SERVICE

Priest in Charge: Rev. Kelvin Richards tel: 01874-676146 e-mail kelvin@beaconssafaddan.plus.com
Associate Priest: Ven. Alan Jevons tel: 01874-658298 e-mail: alan.jevons@icloud.com

Local Ordained Minister: Rev. Liz Bramley tel: 01874 - 665267 e-mail: liz.bramley@icloud.com
Local Ordained Minister: Rev Trina Lodge tel: 01874 - 658878 e-mail: lodgetrina@gmail.com

Beacons Benefice - https://parish.churchinwales.org.uk/s475
Llyn Safaddan - https://parish.churchinwales.org.uk/s451

Sunday 23rd January : Epiphany 3
9-15am Service over Zoom

Please contact one of the clergy for the link you’ll need in order to join this.

10-30am Communion Service at Llanhamlach Church

11.00am Communion Service at Llanywern Church

Video Service on YouTube
Trina's latest Video Service ‘Jesus’ Manifesto’ can be found on either web-page.

Short Service with Readings & Reflection Please see below

Sunday 30th Jan : Epiphany 4 / Presentation of Christ
(this is a 5th Sunday of the Month)

9-15am Service over Zoom
Please contact one of the clergy for the link you’ll need in order to join this.

11-00am Ministry Area Communion Service at Llangors Church

Video Service on YouTube
Trina's next Video Service will be online by next Saturday

Short Service with Readings & Reflection

SERVICES ON TV AND RADIO THIS WEEK
Sunday on Radio Wales: 7-31am & 7-28 pm Celebration from the University of Wales
Sunday on Radio 4: 8-10am Sunday Worship: Christian Unity Week, from Belfast
Sunday on BBC 1: 1.15pm Songs of Praise: The Bible and Messy Church
Sunday on Radio 3 3pm Choral Evensong from Ripon Cathedral
Wednesday on Radio 3 : 4pm Choral Evensong from Royal Holloway College
Monday - Friday at 9-45am on Radio 4 Long Wave only: The Daily Service
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SUNDAY 23rd JANUARY - Epiphany 3 - A Service to use at home
The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity

INTRODUCTION
Grace and peace be with you: And keep you in the love of Christ.
Jesus calls us to live in the light of his kingdom. Let us confess our sins to him.

A time of silence to reflect on our sins and shortcomings, then we say:
Lord, Jesus, we find it hard to see beyond our own wants and needs:
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.
Lord Jesus, we do not always show love and respect to those different from ourselves:
Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.
Lord Jesus, it is easy t say sorry but much harder to amend our lives:
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

May God who loved the world so much that he sent his Son to be our Saviour
forgive us our sins and make us ready to serve him in the world, through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

Collect: Almighty God, whose Son revealed in signs and miracles the wonder of your saving
presence: renew your people with your heavenly grace, and in all our weakness sustain us by
your mighty power; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

READINGS
Nehemiah 8. 5-6, 8-10 And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people, for he was
standing above all the people; and when he opened it, all the people stood up. Then Ezra blessed
the LORD, the great God, and all the people answered, ‘Amen, Amen’, lifting up their hands. Then
they bowed their heads and worshipped the LORD with their faces to the ground. So they read from
the book, from the law of God, with interpretation. They gave the sense, so that the people
understood the reading.
And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites who taught
the people said to all the people, ‘This day is holy to the LORD your God; do not mourn or weep.’
For all the people wept when they heard the words of the law. Then he said to them, ‘Go your
way, eat the fat and drink sweet wine and send portions of them to those for whom nothing is
prepared, for this day is holy to our LORD; and do not be grieved, for the joy of the LORD is your
strength.’

Psalm 19. 1-6
1 The heavens are telling the glory of God; and the firmament proclaims his handiwork.
2 Day to day pours forth speech, and night to night declares knowledge.
3 There is no speech, nor are there words; their voice is not heard;
4 Yet their voice goes out through all the earth, and their words to the end of the world.
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5 In the heavens he has set a tent for the sun, which comes out like a bridegroom from his
wedding canopy, and like a strong man runs its course with joy.
6 Its rising is from the end of the heavens, and its circuit to the end of them; and nothing is
hidden from its heat.

1 Corinthians 12. 12-31a For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members
of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. For in the one Spirit we were all
baptized into one body - Jews or Greeks, slaves or free - and we were all made to drink of one
Spirit. Indeed, the body does not consist of one member but of many. If the foot were to say,
‘Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body’, that would not make it any less a part of
the body. And if the ear were to say, ‘Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body’, that
would not make it any less a part of the body. If the whole body were an eye, where would the
hearing be? If the whole body were hearing, where would the sense of smell be? But as it is, God
arranged the members in the body, each one of them, as he chose. If all were a single member,
where would the body be? As it is, there are many members, yet one body. The eye cannot say to
the hand, ‘I have no need of you’, nor again the head to the feet, ‘I have no need of you.’ On the
contrary, the members of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, and those members
of the body that we think less honourable we clothe with greater honour, and our less respectable
members are treated with greater respect; whereas our more respectable members do not need
this. But God has so arranged the body, giving the greater honour to the inferior member, that
there may be no dissension within the body, but the members may have the same care for one
another. If one member suffers, all suffer together with it; if one member is honoured, all rejoice
together with it.
Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. And God has appointed in the
church first apostles, second prophets, third teachers; then deeds of power, then gifts of healing,
forms of assistance, forms of leadership, various kinds of tongues. Are all apostles? Are all
prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work miracles? Do all possess gifts of healing? Do all speak in
tongues? Do all interpret? But strive for the greater gifts.

Luke 4. 14-21 Then Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a report
about him spread through all the surrounding country. He began to teach in their synagogues and
was praised by everyone.
When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the synagogue on the
Sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was
given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written: ‘The Spirit of the
Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good news to the poor. He has sent me to
proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, to
proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.’ And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant,
and sat down. The eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. Then he began to say to them,
‘Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.’
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REFLECTION
How are the mighty fallen! They say a week is a long time in politics, but this last couple of
weeks has been extraordinary. A prime minister, a prince and a top sports personality have all
faced severe questioning and reversals, largely because of their own choices at various times
in their lives. They have tried to apologise, or lost their titles, or been told to leave the country,
and all have aroused huge controversy because of their alleged behaviour in breaking rules
and flouting moral standards. What will happen next?
Our readings today were all written at times of change and uncertainty. They all show how it
should be to live under God's rules, in his kingdom, despite the political turmoil all around. And
appropriately for the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, they are all about learning to live as a
body - not for ourselves and what we can get, in the way of power, enjoyment or prestige, but
in living for each other. This is not a matter of fine words, but of practical actions. First we see
an extraordinary scene at the new temple in Jerusalem, where the Jewish exiles have only
recently returned from Babylon and have been spurred into action, beyond building their own
houses and defences, to rebuild God's house. Reconstructing a building is relatively easy: now
they must learn to live together as God's people. The book of the law has been discovered and
is read aloud to the whole city, read and interpreted so that everyone understands what it
says, and all the people fall to the ground weeping. Whether this is repentance for their
neglect of the law in the difficult years of exile, or for joy at the new life offered by a renewal
of the covenant with God, their instructions are not to dwell on the past, but to worship with
heartfelt celebration - as our psalmist does - and to look after the poor.
Paul's message to the Corinthians shares a good deal of this encouragement for living together
as a body and to care for one another. Many of the Corinthians were very enthusiastic in their
personal worship, but the whole point of coming together as a church was not to show off as
some of them seemed to, but to support each other and to respect everyone. One vital
message Paul had learned, which went way beyond the very exclusive rules kept by the Jewish
people, was that everyone was to be included in the church, Jews or Greeks, slaves or free.
Whether you were quiet in your worship or very vocal, whether you could afford to give
lavishly of your money and talents, or felt you had very little to contribute, whether you had
the freedom to attend services or were limited by the demands of your work, you were worthy
of respect and support from the whole group.
And Jesus cuts straight to the heart of the gospel message: in his first visit home, after his
baptism and time in the wilderness he tells his neighbours that the prophesies of the coming
kingdom have been fulfilled, here and now. What did he mean? What did they expect? The
exclusive services of a resident healer and miracle-worker would be wonderful! But surely this
was someone they knew - or thought they did. How could Joseph's son make such extravagant
claims? Of course, his real claims were far more than simply bringing bodily healing, good
though this is. If you read the next few verses after our passage, you'll find that Jesus sees the
disbelief in their eyes and causes an uproar by contrasting this with the real faith of non-Jewish
people who were cured by prophets like Elijah and Elisha. They want to do more than deport
him - they want to see him thrown off a cliff! But Jesus goes on his way, to preach and heal
elsewhere, where people are more open to his message and able to receive his healing.
One of the key points we can take from these readings is that God's kingdom is far more than a
set of rules and familiar rituals. Of course rules play their part, but people develop strategies



5

for twisting and bending them to their own advantage, as we well know. They try to buy their
way out of trouble, or argue about limits and precise definitions (When is a party not a party?
Why should my private life matter?) Arguments like these are made to try and justify our
behaviour in a narrow way, and do not take account of the wider picture, nor the effect on so
many other people. Living in the kingdom means we should try to do some difficult things: be
ready to appreciate others' points of view, admit our wrongs, and not only make heartfelt
apologies, but make changes to our lives. This really only becomes possible when we
recognise our relationship with God and all his children. Liz

INTERCESSIONS
Let us pray to our Father, as we look back over the events of this season:
The Magi came from the East to pay homage and to offer gifts from their cultures and
countries. We pray today for Christian communities throughout the world in their diversity of
worship and tradition: Lord, preserve these treasures, particularly in areas where the presence
and survival of the Church is threatened by violence and oppression.
Lord, hear our prayer

The early years of the Lord’s life were marked by massacres at the orders of the despot Herod.
We pray for children living in places in the world where violence continues. Lord, inspire us to
work without ceasing to defend the oppressed and include the marginalized.
Lord, hear our prayer

After the visit of the Magi, the holy family had to flee and became refugees in the land of Egypt.
We pray for all uprooted people: Equip us, Lord, to show hospitality to those driven from their
homes, and grant us the spirit of welcome to those looking for a safe haven.
Lord, hear our prayer

The birth of Jesus was announced as good news for all humanity. We pray for our efforts to
seek harmony and dialogue with other faiths: Lord, give us humility and patience to walk with
others with respect. Lord hear our prayer

The Magi returned to their home by a different way. Lord, help us to find new and creative
ways to follow you and to witness to you so that the world may believe.
Lord, hear our prayer

Our father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name;
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those that trespass against us;
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

CONCLUSION
May God who sends us, his church, to share the Good News of his kingdom, pour out his gifts
on us; and may the blessing of God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be with us all, those we love,
and those we pray for, now and always. Amen.
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