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The BEACONS BENEFICE & PARISH of LLYN SAFADDAN
NOTICESHEET & SERVICE

Priest in Charge: Rev. Kelvin Richards tel: 01874-676146 e-mail kelvin@beaconssafaddan.plus.com
Associate Priest: Ven. Alan Jevons tel: 01874-658298 e-mail: alan.jevons@icloud.com

Local Ordained Minister: Rev. Liz Bramley tel: 01874 - 665267 e-mail: liz.bramley@icloud.com
Local Ordained Minister: Rev Trina Lodge tel: 01874 - 658878 e-mail: lodgetrina@gmail.com

Beacons Benefice - https://parish.churchinwales.org.uk/s475
Llyn Safaddan - https://parish.churchinwales.org.uk/s451

Sunday 30th January : Presentation of Christ in the Temple
(this is a 5th Sunday of the Month)

9-15am Service over Zoom
Please contact one of the clergy for the link you’ll need in order to join this.

11.00am Ministry Area Communion Service at Llangors Church

Video Service on YouTube
‘Blindness & Seeing’ This is available on either web page

Short Service with Readings & Reflection Please see below

Sunday 6th Feb : 4th Sunday before Lent
9-15am Service over Zoom

Please contact one of the clergy for the link you’ll need in order to join this.

9-30am Communion Service at Llanfihangel Church

10-30am Communion Service at Llanfrynach Church

11-00am Communion Service at Llangors Church

Video Service on YouTube
Trina's next Video Service will be online by next Saturday

Short Service with Readings & Reflection

SERVICES ON TV AND RADIO THIS WEEK
Sunday on Radio Wales: 7-31am & 7-28 pm Celebration from the City Church, Cardiff
Sunday on Radio 4: 8-10am Sunday Worship: from the Manchester Chinese Christian

Church
Sunday on BBC 1: 1.15pm Songs of Praise
Sunday on Radio 3 3pm Choral Evensong from Royal Holloway College
Wednesday on Radio 3 : 4pm Choral Vespers from Our Lady of Victories, Kensington
Monday - Friday at 9-45am on Radio 4 Long Wave only: The Daily Service
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SUNDAY 30th JANUARY - Presentation of Christ in the Temple
A Service to use at home

INTRODUCTION
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen

Forty days ago we celebrated the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ. Now we recall the day on which
he was presented in the Temple, when he was offered to the Father and shown to his people. As
a sign of his coming among us, his mother was purified, as we now come to him for cleansing.
In their old age Simeon and Anna recognized him as their Lord, as we today sing of his glory.
Today we celebrate both the joy of his coming and his searching judgement, looking back to the
day of his birth and forward to the coming days of his passion.

A time of silence for reflection, then:

Lord Jesus, you are mighty God and Prince of peace:
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

Lord Jesus, you are Son of God and Son of Mary:
Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.

Lord Jesus, you are Word made flesh and splendour of the Father:
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

May the God of love and power forgive us and free us from our sins, heal and strengthen us by
his Spirit, and raise us to new life in Christ our Lord. Amen

THE GLORIA:
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father. We worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the
world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the most high Jesus
Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Collect: Almighty and everliving God, clothed in majesty, whose beloved Son was this day
presented in the Temple, in substance of our flesh: grant that we may be presented to you with
pure and clean hearts, by your Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

READINGS
Malachi 3. 1-5 See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord
whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom
you delight—indeed, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts. But who can endure the day of his
coming, and who can stand when he appears?
For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; he will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver,
and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until they
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present offerings to the Lord in righteousness. Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will
be pleasing to the Lord as in the days of old and as in former years.
Then I will draw near to you for judgement; I will be swift to bear witness against the sorcerers,
against the adulterers, against those who swear falsely, against those who oppress the hired
workers in their wages, the widow, and the orphan, against those who thrust aside the alien,
and do not fear me, says the Lord of hosts.

Luke 2. 22-40 When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, they
brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is written in the law of the Lord,
‘Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the Lord’), and they offered a sacrifice
according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, ‘a pair of turtle-doves or two young
pigeons.’
Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous and
devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. It had
been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the
Lord’s Messiah. Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents
brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was customary under the law, Simeon took him
in his arms and praised God, saying, ‘Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace,
according to your word; for my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the
presence of all peoples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people
Israel.’
And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him. Then
Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, ‘This child is destined for the falling and the
rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed so that the inner thoughts of
many will be revealed - and a sword will pierce your own soul too.’
There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a
great age, having lived with her husband for seven years after her marriage, then as a widow
to the age of eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshipped there with fasting and
prayer night and day. At that moment she came, and began to praise God and to speak about
the child to all who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem.
When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee,
to their own town of Nazareth. The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the
favour of God was upon him.

REFLECTION
Try to imagine the scene presented to us by today’s gospel reading. The Holy Family, Mary &
Joseph, moving through the crowds of Jerusalem with a 40 day old infant in tow, heading to
the Temple to fulfil the ritual obligation demanded by the Law. Imagine the dust and
splattered mud of the streets, the noise and clamour of the crowds of people. The smell of
market stalls and incense, livestock and oven smoke, voices laughing, arguing, negotiating the
price of wheat. Mary, Joseph with the infant Jesus, then, making their way through a bustling
city, in all its vulgarity and glory, all it’s capacity for surprise and fear, for danger and delight.
Then, as they enter the temple, a man steps into their path. A stranger, but there must have
been something about him, perhaps an air of trustworthiness and devotion, because Mary
takes the risk of placing her precious child into his arms while Joseph stands there, no doubt
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quizzically holding the turtledoves for the sacrifice, as all the while the unheeding crowds in
the temple courtyard rush past, going about their busy lives.

At first, the old man is rapturous, praising God, muttering something to himself about light and
promises and Gentiles. And Mary can tell from his expression that he knows. He knows this is
not just any ordinary child. He knows who her son truly is.

But this is not the end of the encounter. For then, the aged Simeon looks at the hopeful face of
Jesus’ mother and utters the words she has to hear, the words that she never wanted to hear:

“This child is destined for the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will
be opposed so that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed – and a sword will pierce your
own soul too.”

In a way this leaves us in a conundrum. Is this celebration of the Feast of the Presentation of
Christ in the temple, essentially a joyful occasion? Or is it more of a sombre one? And perhaps
by implication and extension can we ever really fully delineate between those two experiences
in our own Christian journey?

To be sure there is much gladness and joy, in both Simeon and Anna’s meeting with the Christ
Child. Both of them recognize in this moment, that what Malachi promises has come to pass:
“The Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple.” That in him the King of Glory
has come in, that redemption is at hand.

But there is also pain, or at least a promise of pain in these haunting words to Mary, “a sword
will pierce your own soul too.” The child destined for glory is also destined for suffering, and
whether Mary had already guessed it or not, now there’s no escaping the fact that her baby
will one day come back to Jerusalem for another purpose, and there will be no happy ending
then. The temple priests who bless her son today will one day seek to crucify him, and there is
no turning back from this.

But for now the pain and the gladness are tightly interwoven – they form a pattern that is not
yet quite discernible. There’s only this moment, this encounter of blessing and dread, as the
city goes about its business, essentially unconcerned.

And ancient though this encounter might be, perhaps the scene is still familiar to us, as we
rush through the crowded marketplace of 21st-century life. Whether we live in a city, a town, a
village, or whether, we know what it’s like to go about our business, focusing just on the task at
hand, distracted by any number of things. But perhaps, just at the point when we start to get
lost in our own narrative, just occasionally someone, a stranger perhaps, or someone familiar
to us, bumps into us and tells us something that we need to hear. It might be a kind word; it
might be a sobering one. Sometimes it has the power to jolt us back into understanding that
our lives are not simply our own private drama to be enacted according to our preferences.
Sometimes it can jolt us into the realisation that we are part of a larger story, one that contains
all manner of joy and sorrow. As it were, sometimes a sword will pierce our own souls, too;
sometimes we need to be reminded of that, lest our hearts become deadened to the full scope
of God’s vision.

Indeed, as followers of Jesus, we must pursue these hard and surprising encounters — we
must follow the Christ Child into the temple, as it were, and see who we might encounter there
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to tell us about ourselves. We can do this in any number of ways — in our encounters with
fellow Christians, perhaps, or by going out into the community to serve others, or by taking a
stand on issues of justice, or whatever… For it’s in activities like these, and in many more, we
place ourselves in that vulnerable position that risks the likelihood of colliding with the wise
and insightful.

So, on this feast that contains both joy and sorrow, in a temple that contains both blessing and
burden, we learn this: in the city, as in all of life, there is much to be found. Some of it is
wondrous, and some of it is disturbing. There are ‘strangers’ around every corner, and every so
often, one of them will stop us in our tracks and change our story forever.

There is danger here, and banality, and distraction, and, yes, goodness too. Moreover God can
be found it all of it. And so in our own ways we must make our journey to the temple, so to
speak, and allow our fragile hearts to be pierced, because somehow that is the only way we
can truely live. Somehow, it is the only way we can be saved. Amen.

PRAYERS
Let us pray to the Father through Christ who is our light and life.

Father, your Christ is acclaimed as the glory of Israel: look in mercy on your Church, sharing his
light. Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.

Father, your Christ in his temple brings judgement on the world: look in mercy on the nations,
who long for his justice. Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.

Father, your Christ, who was rich, for our sakes became poor: look in mercy on the needy,
suffering with him. Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.

Father, your Christ is the one in whom faithful servants find their peace: look in mercy on the
departed, that they may see your salvation. Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.

Father, your Christ is revealed as the one destined to be rejected: look in mercy on us who now
turn towards his passion. Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.

Lord God, you kept faith with Simeon and Anna, and showed them the infant King. Give us
grace to put all our trust in your promises, and the patience to wait for their fulfilment;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Our Father who art in Heaven...
CONCLUSION

NUNC DIMITTIS
Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word.
For mine eyes have seen thy salvation;
Which thou hast prepared before the face of all people;
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles and to be the glory of thy people Israel
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is
now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

May Christ, whose glory fills the skies, fill us with his radiance and scatter the darkness from
before our path; and may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with us all, evermore. Amen.
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