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The BEACONS BENEFICE & PARISH of LLYN SAFADDAN
NOTICESHEET & SERVICE

Priest in Charge: Rev. Kelvin Richards tel: 01874-676146 e-mail kelvin@beaconssafaddan.plus.com
Associate Priest: Ven. Alan Jevons tel: 01874-658298 e-mail: alan.jevons@icloud.com

Local Ordained Minister: Rev. Liz Bramley tel: 01874 - 665267 e-mail: liz.bramley@icloud.com
Local Ordained Minister: Rev Trina Lodge tel: 01874 - 658878 e-mail: lodgetrina@gmail.com

Beacons Benefice - https://parish.churchinwales.org.uk/s475
Llyn Safaddan - https://parish.churchinwales.org.uk/s451

Sunday 16th January : Epiphany 2
9-15am Service over Zoom

Please contact one of the clergy for the link you’ll need in order to join this.

9-30am Communion Service at Llanfihangel Church

10-30am Communion Service at Cantref Church

11.00am All Age Worship at Llangors Church

Video Service on YouTube
Trina's latest Video Service can be found on either web-page.

Short Service with Readings & Reflection Please see below

Sunday 23rd January : Epiphany 3
9-15am Service over Zoom

Please contact one of the clergy for the link you’ll need in order to join this.

10-30am Communion Service at Llanhamlach Church

11-00am Communion Service at Llanywern Church

Video Service on YouTube
Trina's next Video Service will be online by next Saturday

Short Service with Readings & Reflection

SERVICES ON TV AND RADIO THIS WEEK
Sunday on Radio Wales: 7-31am & 7-28 pm Celebration
Sunday on Radio 4: 8-10am Sunday Worship from St Mary le Tower, Ipswitch
Sunday on BBC 1: 1.15pm Songs of Praise from Bristol
Sunday on Radio 3 3pm Choral Evensong from St Alban’s Church, Holborn
Wednesday on Radio 3 : 4pm Choral Evensong from Ripon Cathedral
Monday - Friday at 9-45am on Radio 4 Long Wave only: The Daily Service.
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SERVICE FOR SUNDAY 16th JANUARY
EPIPHANY 2 - To use at home

INTRODUCTION
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen

Grace and peace be with you: And keep you in the love of Christ.

Heavenly Father, all hearts are open to you. No secrets are hidden from you. Purify us
with the fire of your Holy Spirit that we may love and worship you faithfully, through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

A time of silence for reflection, then:

Lord Jesus, you are mighty God and Prince of peace:
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

Lord Jesus, you are Son of God and Son of Mary:
Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.

Lord Jesus, you are Word made flesh and splendour of the Father:
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

May the God of love and power forgive us and free us from our sins, heal and strengthen us by
his Spirit, and raise us to new life in Christ our Lord. Amen

THE GLORIA:
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father. We worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the
world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the most high Jesus
Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Collect for Epiphany 2 : Almighty God, in Christ you make all things new: transform the
poverty of our nature by the riches of your grace, and in the renewal of our lives make known
your heavenly glory; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

READINGS
Psalm 36. 5-10
Your love, O Lord, reaches to the heavens : and your faithfulness to the clouds.
Your righteousness stands like the strong mountains, your justice like the great deep : you,
Lord, shall save both man and beast.
How precious is your loving mercy, O God! : All mortal flesh shall take refuge under the shadow
of your wings.
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They shall be satisfied with the abundance of your house : they shall drink from the river of
your delights.
For with you is the well of life : and in your light shall we see light.
O continue your loving-kindness to those who know you : and your righteousness to those
who are true of heart.

Isaiah 62. 1-5 For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest,
until her vindication shines out like the dawn, and her salvation like a burning torch. The
nations shall see your vindication, and all the kings your glory; and you shall be called by a new
name that the mouth of the Lord will give. You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the
Lord, and a royal diadem in the hand of your God. You shall no more be termed Forsaken, and
your land shall no more be termed Desolate; but you shall be called My Delight Is in Her, and
your land Married; for the Lord delights in you, and your land shall be married. For as a young
man marries a young woman, so shall your builder marry you, and as the bridegroom rejoices
over the bride, so shall your God rejoice over you.

John 2. 1-11 On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of
Jesus was there. Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding. When the wine
gave out, the mother of Jesus said to him, ‘They have no wine.’ And Jesus said to her, ‘Woman,
what concern is that to you and to me? My hour has not yet come.’ His mother said to the
servants, ‘Do whatever he tells you.’ Now standing there were six stone water-jars for the
Jewish rites of purification, each holding twenty or thirty gallons. Jesus said to them, ‘Fill the
jars with water.’ And they filled them up to the brim. He said to them, ‘Now draw some out,
and take it to the chief steward.’ So they took it. When the steward tasted the water that had
become wine, and did not know where it came from (though the servants who had drawn the
water knew), the steward called the bridegroom and said to him, ‘Everyone serves the good
wine first, and then the inferior wine after the guests have become drunk. But you have kept
the good wine until now.’ Jesus did this, the first of his signs, in Cana of Galilee, and revealed
his glory; and his disciples believed in him.

REFLECTION
The story of what happened when Jesus went to a wedding at Cana of Galilee is an important
one because according to St John’s Gospel, it’s there that Jesus carries out the first of his
miracles, or signs as John prefers to call them, namely the changing of water into wine. So in
a way, it’s the first example of showing Jesus and all his wonder to the disciples and to the
world, the first sign in John’s Gospel, in beginning to revela to everyone of just who he is, and
just what he’s all about.

Mind you besides this it’s also a rather good story in its own right. For example it’s interesting
in the way in which Jesus’ mother Mary starts out as the real hero of the story, telling Jesus do
to something for these poor folk who are in really serious trouble. Indeed, there’s an ancient
legend about the story which suggests that Mary might have been the aunt of the bride and so
might have been the person responsible for ensuring that everything to do with the wedding
ran smoothly. We have no way of checking if such a legend was true, of course, but if it
were then would certainly explain her interest in the problem of the lack of wine!
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But, as we read, Jesus says to Mary that all of this is none of his business and that he has other
plans about showing himself to the people, that his moment has yet to come, so to speak
But it seems that Mary pretty well ignores all this and no doubt assumes that Jesus is going to
be a son and listen to his mother, which in the end he does!

It’s also important to know that in those days running out of wine at a wedding was more than
just a minor embarrassment. It would have been seen as a lack of hospitality, a major
disgrace for the couple, even. As it were, we could image that everywhere they went, for the
rest of their married life together, they would be have talked about because of this disgraceful
event at the beginning of their life together.

So then, knowing something really important, is going on, Jesus has to decide just what to do.
He has to decide whether to change his timetable - whether to wait before making himself
known to the people, as he had perhaps planned, or to act right then, to do something for that
particular need. And in the end, Jesus acts, the wedding is saved, and the bride and
groom are spared a lifetime of embarrassment.

And that’s so important. The first time Jesus makes himself known, the first time he shows
his power and wonder, even to his disciples, he does so not according to his own plans, but
because of real human needs. The first of his signs isn’t really for or about Jesus. He doesn't
throw a great big "Jesus of Nazareth Epiphany and First Miracle" party, invite everyone in the
neighbourhood, and then carry a spectacular miracle. Instead, the signs of his calling is
drawn out of him, not by his own plans or timetable, but by the very real needs of those
around him.

Of course, it continues on from in exactly the same way and manner. Everything that Jesus
does from this point on in St John’s Gospel is his own sake, not for his own glory, but for the
needs of those around him, for all who he meets, and who are in trouble or in need. Who he
is and what he has is not for him, and his own purposes. Rather, it’s always and only for
others.

And I suppose that if we if we are to be followers of Christ, well, that’s not a bad example for us
to follow either. What we have is not just for us. All that we have, whatever sort of thing it
might be; all our gifts or talents or resources, all that we have is a gift. It’s given us so that we
might be givers, so that we might build up, so that we might help, so that we might be a part of
something greater, so that we might serve our neighbours and build up the larger body.

In the end, of course, all this actually amounts to good news. It’s the good news that we do
not live for ourselves alone – the good news that we are not created to live closed in upon
ourselves, protective, possessive and defensive; that we are not at our best when we try to live
that way; that we impoverish ourselves when we try to live that way; that we simply are not
at our best whenever we try to live in that way. Instead, when we live beyond ourselves, for
others and for the larger whole, then something wonderful can indeed happen, something
greater can be created; that just like the amazing abundance of wine at that first sign of Jesus,
there is more of us to give than there could ever be otherwise. Amen.



5

PRAYERS
We pray that Christ may be seen in the life of the Church.

You have called us into the family of those who are the children of God. May our love for our
brothers and sisters in Christ be strengthened by your grace.
Jesus, Lord of the Church, in your mercy hear us.

You have called us to be a temple where the Holy Spirit can dwell. Give us clean hands and
pure hearts so that our lives will reflect your holiness.
Jesus, Lord of the Church, in your mercy hear us.

You have called us to be a light to the world, so that those in darkness come to you. May
our lives shine as a witness to the saving grace you have given for all.
Jesus, Lord of the Church, in your mercy hear us.

You have called us to be members of your body, so that when one suffers, all suffer together.
We ask for your comfort and healing power to bring hope to those in distress.
Jesus, Lord of the Church, in your mercy hear us.

You have called us to be the Bride, where you, Lord, are the Bridegroom. Prepare us for the
wedding feast, where we will be united with you for ever.
Jesus, Lord of the Church, in your mercy hear us.

Jesus, Lord of the Church, you have called us into fellowship with all your saints. We unite
our prayers with theirs and ask for grace to serve you with joy where you live and reign with
the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for all eternity. Amen.

Our Father who art in Heaven...

CONCLUSION

May God the Son, who turned water into wine at the wedding feast at Cana, transform our
lives and make glad our hearts; and may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with us all, evermore. Amen.
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