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The BEACONS BENEFICE & PARISH of LLYN SAFADDAN
NOTICESHEET & SERVICE

Priest in Charge: Rev. Kelvin Richards tel: 01874-676146 e-mail kelvin@beaconssafaddan.plus.com
Associate Priest: Ven. Alan Jevons tel: 01874-658298 e-mail: alan.jevons@icloud.com

Local Ordained Minister: Rev. Liz Bramley tel: 01874 - 665267 e-mail: liz.bramley@icloud.com
Local Ordained Minister: Rev Trina Lodge tel: 01874 - 658878 e-mail: lodgetrina@gmail.com

Beacons Benefice - https://parish.churchinwales.org.uk/s475
Llyn Safaddan - https://parish.churchinwales.org.uk/s451

Sunday 9th January : Epiphany 1
9-15am Service over Zoom

Please contact one of the clergy for the link you’ll need in order to join this.

10-30am Communion Service at Llanfeugan Church

11.00am Communion Service at Llangasty Church

Video Service on YouTube
Trina's latest Video Service can be found on either web-page.

Short Service with Readings & Reflection Please see below

Tuesday 11th January
7-30pm Llyn Safaddan PCC Meeting via Zoom

Thursday 13th January
7-00pm Beacons Benefice PCC Meeting via Zoom

Sunday 16th January : Epiphany 2
9-15am Service over Zoom

Please contact one of the clergy for the link you’ll need in order to join this.

9-30am Communion Service at Llanfihangel Church

10-30am Communion Service at Cantref Church

11-00am All Age Worship at Llangors Church

Video Service on YouTube
Trina's next Video Service will be online by next Saturday

Short Service with Readings & Reflection

mailto:kelvin@beaconssafaddan.plus.com
mailto:alan.jevons@icloud.com
mailto:liz.bramley@icloud.com
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SERVICES ON TV AND RADIO THIS WEEK
Sunday on Radio Wales: 7-31am & 7-28 pm Celebration from Bettws y Coed
Sunday on Radio 4: 8-10am Sunday Worship on the theme of Wonder
Sunday on BBC 1: 1.15pm Songs of Praise: The importance of Baptism
Sunday on Radio 3 3pm Choral Evensong from Winchester College
Wednesday on Radio 3 : 4pm Choral Evensong from St Alban's Church, Holborn
Monday - Friday at 9-45am on Radio 4 Long Wave only: The Daily Service.

PCC MEETINGS:
The next PCC meetings will be:
7-30pm Tuesday 11th January for Llyn Safaddan, and
7-00pm Thursday 13th January for the Beacons Benefice
Because of the ongoing covid situation, both these meetings will be held over Zoom- details
and agendas to follow.

SUNDAY 9th JANUARY - Epiphany 1 / The Baptism of Christ
A Service to use at home

INTRODUCTION
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen

Grace and peace be with you: And keep you in the love of Christ.

Jesus calls us our of darkness into his marvellous light. Washed clean by the waters of
baptism, let us confess our sins to him.

Father of glory, holy and eternal, look upon us now in power and mercy. May your strength
overcome our weakness, your radiance transform our blindness, and your Spirit draw us to
that love shown and offered to us by your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen

A time of silence to reflect on our sins and shortcomings, then we say:
Lord, Jesus, illuminate the darkness in our hearts:
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.
Lord Jesus, open our eyes to your saving love:
Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.
Lord Jesus, unstop our ears to hear your living word:
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.
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May God who loved the world so much that he sent his Son to be our Saviour forgive us
our sins and make us ready to serve him in the world, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE GLORIA  
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father. We worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of
the world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our
prayer. For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the most high
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Collect: Eternal Father, who at the baptism of Jesus revealed him to be your Son, anointing
him with the Holy Spirit: grant that we who are born again by water and the Spirit may rejoice
to be called your children; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with
you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

READINGS
Psalm 29
1Ascribe to the Lord, you powers of heaven : ascribe to the Lord glory and strength.
2Ascribe to the Lord the honour due to his name :
worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness.
3The voice of the Lord is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders :
the Lord is upon the mighty waters.
4The voice of the Lord is mighty in operation : the voice of the Lord is a glorious voice.
5The voice of the Lord breaks the cedar trees : the Lord breaks the cedars of Lebanon;
6He makes Lebanon skip like a calf : and Sirion like a young wild ox.
7The voice of the Lord splits the flash of lightning; the voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness :
the Lord shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.
8The voice of the Lord makes the oak trees writhe and strips the forests bare :
in his temple all cry, ‘Glory!’
9The Lord sits enthroned above the water flood :
the Lord sits enthroned as king for evermore.
10The Lord shall give strength to his people :
the Lord shall give his people the blessing of peace.

Isaiah 43. 1-7 But now thus says the Lord, he who created you, O Jacob, he who formed you,
O Israel: Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are mine. When
you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and through the rivers, they shall not
overwhelm you; when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, and the flame shall not
consume you. For I am the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Saviour. I give Egypt as
your ransom, Ethiopia and Seba in exchange for you. Because you are precious in my sight, and
honoured, and I love you, I give people in return for you, nations in exchange for your life. Do
not fear, for I am with you; I will bring your offspring from the east, and from the west I will
gather you; I will say to the north, ‘Give them up’, and to the south, ‘Do not withhold; bring my
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sons from far away and my daughters from the end of the earth - everyone who is called by my
name, whom I created for my glory, whom I formed and made.’

Luke 3. 15-17, 21-22 As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in
their hearts concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, John answered all of them by
saying, ‘I baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not
worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His
winnowing-fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing-floor and to gather the wheat into his
granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.’
Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized and was
praying, the heaven was opened, and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form like a
dove. And a voice came from heaven, ‘You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well
pleased.’

REFLECTION
You've found the right button on the remote, you've remembered your password, the screen
flickers on, and there is the scene in all its splendour - the new prince coming onto the balcony
to be greeted with huge cheers by his people. Or else you're on the final chapter of that
gripping detective novel, and you still don't know who did it, but -whether you cleverly
predicted it, or it's or a total surprise - turn the page and it will all become clear! These are
moments of Epiphany, when important things are revealed to as wide an audience as possible.
In the church calendar, Epiphany , January 6th, marks the end of the 12 days of Christmas, and
celebrates the visit of the three wise men to worship Jesus. This season continues the story of
Jesus becoming known to the wider world, and our readings over the next 4 weeks reflect this.
Today's gospel reading recalls the baptism of Jesus, and God's words to him making it very
clear who he was.
John the Baptist's message could not have been clearer - "Repent! Repent now! Change is on
the way." For hundreds of years the people had been waiting for this change, for a Messiah to
come and save their nation. Most of the biblical prophets had written about this time of
salvation, like Isaiah, whose wonderful words we have as our reading today, a picture of all the
lost, displaced people coming home at last to a place where they would be completely safe.
Why is God promising this? Is it because they deserve a reward after they have all worked hard
and kept the rules? No, it's simply because God loves them all, wherever they are from, and
would give anything - the fabulous wealth of all the nations - to have them all safely home in
his care. The breadth of this picture is breathtaking, and includes people from all corners of
the world, even the daughters, the vulnerable ones, who have not been safely at home, but
who have come from the very ends of the earth. Doesn't this remind us of all who are not at
home in the way they want to be?
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God, the all-powerful, can shake the world when he chooses, as our psalm describes, but he
chooses to give his people 'the blessing of peace'. Most Jewish people would think this was
coming to them simply as a birthright for them alone, and repentance didn't come into it. So
John's message, like the shock of cold water at baptism, was a real wake-up call. I felt this kind
of cold shock (although at second-hand) during a Christmas visit from our family, when the
boys went cold-water swimming in the raging torrent that was top pool of the Talybont
waterfalls, and was very glad to see them all safely back on dry land!
Although John's call to change your life was very clear, people were still confused about his
identity. John was in no doubt who he was, simply a messenger. He knew what the limits of
his role were: baptising with water as a sign of greater things to come. He was not the Messiah,
but he pointed to the Messiah, and recognised him when he came for baptism. Jesus received
recognition from God too, just as his public life was beginning, recognition and assurance of his
father's love, even before he had begun his ministry. Secure in his identity, he set out to do
battle with evil of all kinds.
This kind of recognition is something we all need if we are to live our lives to the full.
Recognition from the people around us, and recognition from God. God's love for us is never
conditional, but we can squander it or refuse to hear his voice. Those words spoken to Jesus
are for us too. Let us hear his voice again echoing off the rocks, whispering above the waterfall:
"You are my child: I love you."

INTERCESSIONS
Let us pray in joy and confidence to our Father.

For the church of God throughout the world, that we may journey together under wise
leadership, respect each other's ministries and support the persecuted.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

For the leaders of the nations, that they may learn trust, and establish and defend justice and
peace for all people.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

For leaders of industry and media influencers that they may see the power that comes from
consuming less and tread more lightly upon the earth.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

For those who are ill, fearful for the future, grieving and alone, that they may find comfort in
friends and in your strength.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

For us all, in our families and communities, that we may know ourselves to be surrounded by
this fellowship of love and prayer, together with your saints on earth and in heaven.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
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Our father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name;
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those that trespass against us;
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

CONCLUSION
May God who sent his spirit upon his beloved son at his baptism pour out his gifts on us; And
may the blessing of God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be with us all, those we love, and those
we pray for, now and always. Amen.
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