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Sunday 13th February : 3rd Sunday before Lent
9-15am Service over Zoom

Please contact one of the clergy for the link you’ll need in order to join this.

10-30am Communion Service at Llanfeugan Church

11.00am Communion Service at Llangasty Church

Video Service on YouTube
‘Blessings’ The link to this is available on either parish web-page.

Short Service with Readings & Reflection Please see below

Sunday 20th Feb : 2nd Sunday before Lent
9-15am Service over Zoom

Please contact one of the clergy for the link you’ll need in order to join this.

9-30am Communion Service at Llanfihangel Church

10-30am Communion Service at Cantref Church

11-00am All Age Worship at Llangors Church

Video Service on YouTube
Trina's next Video Service will be online by next Saturday

Short Service with Readings & Reflection

SERVICES ON TV AND RADIO THIS WEEK
Sunday on Radio Wales: 7-31am & 7-28 pm Celebration from New Hencoed Baptist Church
Sunday on Radio 4: 8-10am Sunday Worship - Racial Justice Sunday from Durham.
Sunday on BBC 1: 11.25am Songs of Praise - Love & Kindness
Sunday on Radio 3 3pm Choral Evensong from Winchester Cathedral
Wednesday on Radio 3 : 4pm Choral Evensong from Buckfast Abbey
Monday - Friday at 9-45am on Radio 4 Long Wave only: The Daily Service
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LENT WILL SOON BE HERE!
Ash Wednesday is March 2nd - there will be Communion services at 11am in Llangors and
7.00pm in Llanhamlach.
Because of Covid we won’t be holding Lent Soup Lunches this year in peoples homes.
However we are planning on holding one at Llangasty Retreat House starting at 12-30pm on
the Friday after Ash Wednesday (4th March), with the possibility of holding a further lunch
there later in Lent.
Then at 7-00pm at Llanhamlach Church on the 6 Wednesdays following Ash Wednesday we
are planning a Lent course, based on the classic 1942 film Casablanca and exploring its
themes of love and sacrifice. The first session, March 9th, will be an early evening screening
of the film, and the following sessions will focus on key extracts. We hope you will consider
coming along!

BWLCH CHURCH : All being well, we hope to have Bwlch Church reopen for holding Sunday
services in a fortnight’s time - 9-30am Holy Communion on Sunday 27th February.

SUNDAY 13th February 2022 - 3rd SUNDAY BEFORE LENT
A Service to Use at Home

INTRODUCTION
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen

Grace and peace be with you: And keep you in the love of Christ.

Heavenly Father, all hearts are open to you. No secrets are hidden from you. Purify us with
the fire of your Holy Spirit that we may love and worship you faithfully, through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.

A time of silence for reflection, then:

Lord Jesus, you came to reconcile us to one another and to the Father.
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

Lord Jesus, you heal the wounds of sin and division.
Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.

Lord Jesus, you intercede for us with your Father.
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

May the God of love and power forgive us and free us from our sins, heal and strengthen us by
his Spirit, and raise us to new life in Christ our Lord. Amen

THE GLORIA:
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father. We worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the
world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the most high Jesus
Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen.



Collect : Almighty God, who alone can bring order to the unruly wills and passions of sinful
humanity: give your people grace so to love what you command and to desire what you
promise, that, among the many changes of this world, our hearts may surely there be fixed
where true joys are to be found; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns
with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen

READINGS
Jeremiah 17. 5-10 Thus says the Lord: Cursed are those who trust in mere mortals and make
mere flesh their strength, whose hearts turn away from the Lord. They shall be like a shrub in
the desert, and shall not see when relief comes. They shall live in the parched places of the
wilderness, in an uninhabited salt land.
Blessed are those who trust in the Lord, whose trust is the Lord. They shall be like a tree
planted by water, sending out its roots by the stream. It shall not fear when heat comes, and its
leaves shall stay green; in the year of drought it is not anxious, and it does not cease to bear
fruit.
The heart is devious above all else; it is perverse—who can understand it? I the Lord test the
mind and search the heart, to give to all according to their ways, according to the fruit of their
doings.

Luke 6. 17-26 Jesus came down with them and stood on a level place, with a great crowd of
his disciples and a great multitude of people from all Judea, Jerusalem, and the coast of Tyre
and Sidon. They had come to hear him and to be healed of their diseases; and those who
were troubled with unclean spirits were cured. And all in the crowd were trying to touch him,
for power came out from him and healed all of them.
Then he looked up at his disciples and said: ‘Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the
kingdom of God. ‘Blessed are you who are hungry now, for you will be filled. ‘Blessed are you
who weep now, for you will laugh. Blessed are you when people hate you, and when they
exclude you, revile you, and defame you on account of the Son of Man. Rejoice on that day
and leap for joy, for surely your reward is great in heaven; for that is what their ancestors did
to the prophets. ‘But woe to you who are rich, for you have received your consolation. Woe
to you who are full now, for you will be hungry. ‘Woe to you who are laughing now, for you
will mourn and weep.
‘Woe to you when all speak well of you, for that is what their ancestors did to the false
prophets.

REFLECTION
We’ve just read St Luke’s version of the beatitudes - but essentially what are they all about?

There are as you might imagine, a number of different ways of trying to answer that question.
For example we might assume that they are essentially all about us - that they are, as it were,
commands for how we should live, and what we should be doing with our lives; so that we
might imagine, for example, Jesus is telling us here, or at least telling some of us, that what
we need to do is is to ‘go out there and get ourselves poor’, or ‘learn how to weep more’, or
‘get more persecuted’. But I don’t think that’s what they are about. Indeed if they were,
then surely Jesus is pretty much wasting his time. After all, advice like that, whether given by
Jesus or by anybody else, seldom does much more than make us frustrated and guilty. We



might think that it would be, good, say, to be more weepy for Jesus; but it’s pretty unlikely
that in reality we would set out to do it. Besides, does being poor, or weeping, or being
persecuted really count if you do it on purpose in order to get blessed? That hardly seems
right at all! No, the harder you try to make these difficult sayings into marching orders, the
less sense they seem to make. What’s more, nowhere in the beatitudes is there a command
or directive. Nowhere does Jesus use the imperative, nowhere does he give any orders or
requirements. The entire section is in the indicative. Jesus is simply describing reality, he is
not telling the disciples, or us, or anybody else, to do anything.

So if the Beatitudes are not about us; if they are not a set of instructions of how we should
live, or what we should do, then what are they about?

Another answer might be to suggest that they have their meaning for the world - that they
are meant to help people live well in world, or at least point us things to do that might just
make the world a better place. And so it’s sometimes been suggested that if we would only
be spiritually poor or hungry, or persecuted, that this will somehow bring out the best in
others and they will be the better because of it; that sooner or later, people will realize how
nice and valuable we are and give us what we want, and eventually the whole world will end
up being a much better place for all involved; that, as it were, the beatitudes are a kind of
handy cosmic tool to win friends, influence people, and clean up the neighbourhood.

The problem with this kind of thing, of course, is that in practice it just doesn’t work out like
that! Indeed one might suggest that you can only believe that the world respects and
responds kindly to the sort of behaviour found in the beatitudes if you know nothing about
the world. As someone wryly said, if you turn the other cheek, the chances are that all you’ll
end up with is probably two sore cheeks. Being poor now, spiritually or, especially, physically,
will only probably ensure that you won’t go very far in the real world of business, politics, or
industry. That’s just the way it is, and that’s the way it always has been, and Jesus certainly
was no fool. He knew that too.

So if the beatitudes are not really about us, if they are not commands for how we should
behave, and if they are not about the world and somehow trying to bring out the best in
people, then what on earth are they about?

Perhaps a more realistic and subtle answer, is to suggest that the beatitudes are about God,
that they are about who God is, and who God blesses, and what the kingdom of God is like.
In other words they tell us what matters to God, they tell us who is especially important to
God, and they tell us what God pays attention to.

Now of course, Jesus gives us this surprising information about God hoping, that such
knowledge may have a valuable effect on us. But in the end that’s up to us. In the beatitudes,
Jesus offers us his picture of God’s values and God’s priorities; and he offers them as an
alternative to the vision of life we usually carry around with us. Here he’s giving us the
chance to see farther, and clearer, and deeper than ever before. The beatitudes, in short are
a glimpse into the heart and mind of God. With them Jesus is trying to shake us loose from all
our assumptions about ourselves and the world; he’s trying to give us a different vision of
life, one that has its foundations, not in the world, but in the very nature of God.

And so Jesus tells us that the world’s insignificant players, the ‘losers’, are blessed of the
Father, and he tells us this so we can know a little better who the Father is. He tells us this to



give us a bit more light so we can see a little better.

But as I say, what we do with this is up to us. We’re not getting a bunch of moral laws here.
Instead we are being offered a new vision of our world and our lives. The point is not that we
must obey a rule that says ‘thou shalt be poor and persecuted’. The point is that, by this light,
we can look at the mind of God and discover all sort of new possibilities.

So with the beatitudes we are given some new light on God. And a question, with which to
ponder. The question is: if God is really like this; if God has the preferences and the priorities
of the beatitudes, then what could that mean? How could our lives be different, how could
you be different? That’s the issue, and that’s the question Jesus leaves us with. It’s a good
question, one which is well worth considering in our lives. Amen.

INTERCESSIONS & CONCLUSION
Knowing our need of God, we pray:

Father, we bring to mind the Church, both here and throughout the world. It is for right
values and right priorities that we pray, in all we decide and do.
Lord our God: in you we put our trust.

We bring to mind all who lead and govern, and all meetings where important decisions are
made. We pray that justice and mercy are upheld in line with your loving will.
Lord our God: in you we put our trust.

We bring to mind our circle of family and friends with whom we share the good and the
difficult times. We pray for the grace to discern more readily the good in each person and
the gifts they have to offer. Lord our God: in you we put our trust.

We bring to mind those who are caught up in the frenetic pressures of life, and those who
are stressed to breaking point. We pray for insight and courage to change things.
Lord our God: in you we put our trust.

We bring to mind the dying, especially those who are alone, and we remember those we
know who have died. May they and we share in the everlasting joy of your presence.
Lord our God: in you we put our trust.

We thank you Father for all the wise teaching you have given us through Christ. Give us the
grace to be doers of the word and not hearers only.
Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake our your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ.
Amen.

Our Father who art in Heaven....

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be
with us all, evermore. Amen.
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