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The BEACONS BENEFICE & PARISH of LLYN SAFADDAN
NOTICESHEET & SERVICE

Priest in Charge: Rev. Kelvin Richards tel: 01874-676146 e-mail kelvin@beaconssafaddan.plus.com
Associate Priest: Ven. Alan Jevons tel: 01874-658298 e-mail: alan.jevons@icloud.com

Local Ordained Minister: Rev. Liz Bramley tel: 01874 - 665267 e-mail: liz.bramley@icloud.com
Local Ordained Minister: Rev Trina Lodge tel: 01874 - 658878 e-mail: lodgetrina@gmail.com

Beacons Benefice - https://parish.churchinwales.org.uk/s475
Llyn Safaddan - https://parish.churchinwales.org.uk/s451

Sunday 6th February : 4th Sunday before Lent
9-15am Service over Zoom

Please contact one of the clergy for the link you’ll need in order to join this.

9.30am Communion Service at Llanfihangel Church

10-30am Communion Service at Llanfrynach Church

11.00am Communion Service at Llangors Church

Video Service on YouTube
‘Followers’ The link to this is available on either parish web-page.

Short Service with Readings & Reflection Please see below

Sunday 13th Feb : 3rd Sunday before Lent
9-15am Service over Zoom

Please contact one of the clergy for the link you’ll need in order to join this.

10-30am Communion Service at Llanfeugan Church

11-00am Communion Service at Llangasty Church

Video Service on YouTube
Trina's next Video Service will be online by next Saturday

Short Service with Readings & Reflection

SERVICES ON TV AND RADIO THIS WEEK
Sunday on Radio Wales: 7-31am & 7-28 pm Celebration from Aberystwyth
Sunday on Radio 4: 8-10am Sunday Worship from Westminster Abbey
Sunday on BBC 1: 11.20am Songs of Praise: Gospel Singer of the Year Final
Sunday on Radio 3 3pm Choral Vespers from Our Lady of Victories, Kensington
Wednesday on Radio 3 : 4pm Choral Evensong from Winchester Cathedral
Monday - Friday at 9-45am on Radio 4 Long Wave only: The Daily Service
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Sunday 6th February : Fourth Sunday before Lent - A Service to use at home

INTRODUCTION
Grace and peace be with you: And keep you in the love of Christ.
Jesus calls us to live in the light of his kingdom. Let us confess our sins to him.
A time of silence to reflect on our sins and shortcomings, then we say:
Lord, Jesus, we do not always welcome change and prefer what is predictable:
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.
Lord Jesus, we do not always recognise your call on our lives:
Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.
Lord Jesus, we are often afraid of being out of our depth and do not trust you:
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.
Our Father in heaven forgives us; for being less than we might be; for being afraid of the
power of the Holy Spirit to transform us, and the world. Let us step from the shadows now
and follow where he leads. In Jesus’ name we ask. Amen.
Collect: O God, you know us to be set in the midst of so many and great dangers, that by
reason of the frailty of our nature we cannot always stand upright: grant to us such strength
and protection as may support us in all dangers and carry us through all temptations; through
Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and for ever. Amen.

READINGS
Isaiah 6. 1--13 In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high and
lofty; and the hem of his robe filled the temple. Seraphs were in attendance above him; each
had six wings: with two they covered their faces, and with two they covered their feet, and
with two they flew. And one called to another and said: ‘Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts;
the whole earth is full of his glory.’
The pivots on the thresholds shook at the voices of those who called, and the house filled with
smoke. And I said: ‘Woe is me! I am lost, for I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a
people of unclean lips; yet my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts!’
Then one of the seraphs flew to me, holding a live coal that had been taken from the altar with
a pair of tongs. The seraph touched my mouth with it and said: ‘Now that this has touched
your lips, your guilt has departed and your sin is blotted out.’ Then I heard the voice of the
Lord saying, ‘Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?’ And I said, ‘Here am I; send me!’
And he said, ‘Go and say to this people: “Keep listening, but do not comprehend; keep looking,
but do not understand.” Make the mind of this people dull, and stop their ears, and shut their
eyes, so that they may not look with their eyes, and listen with their ears, and comprehend
with their minds, and turn and be healed.’ Then I said, ‘How long, O Lord?’ And he said: ‘Until
cities lie waste without inhabitant, and houses without people, and the land is utterly desolate;
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until the Lord sends everyone far away, and vast is the emptiness in the midst of the land.
Even if a tenth part remains in it, it will be burned again, like a terebinth or an oak whose
stump remains standing when it is felled.’ The holy seed is its stump.

Psalm 138 I will give thanks to you, O Lord, with my whole heart :
before the gods will I sing praise to you.
I will bow down towards your holy temple and praise your name, because of your love and
faithfulness : for you have glorified your name and your word above all things.
In the day that I called to you, you answered me : you put new strength in my soul.
All the kings of the earth shall praise you, O Lord :
for they have heard the words of your mouth.
They shall sing of the ways of the Lord : that great is the glory of the Lord.
Though the Lord be high, he watches over the lowly :
as for the proud, he regards them from afar.
Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you will preserve me : you will stretch forth your hand
against the fury of my enemies; your right hand will save me.
The Lord shall make good his purpose for me :
your loving-kindness, O Lord, endures for ever; forsake not the work of your hands.

Luke 5. 1-11 Once while Jesus was standing beside the lake of Gennesaret, and the crowd was
pressing in on him to hear the word of God, he saw two boats there at the shore of the lake;
the fishermen had gone out of them and were washing their nets. He got into one of the boats,
the one belonging to Simon, and asked him to put out a little way from the shore. Then he sat
down and taught the crowds from the boat. When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon,
‘Put out into the deep water and let down your nets for a catch.’ Simon answered, ‘Master, we
have worked all night long but have caught nothing. Yet if you say so, I will let down the nets.’
When they had done this, they caught so many fish that their nets were beginning to break. So
they signalled to their partners in the other boat to come and help them. And they came and
filled both boats, so that they began to sink. But when Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at
Jesus’ knees, saying, ‘Go away from me, Lord, for I am a sinful man!’ For he and all who were
with him were amazed at the catch of fish that they had taken; and so also were James and
John, sons of Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. Then Jesus said to Simon, ‘Do not be
afraid; from now on you will be catching people.’ When they had brought their boats to shore,
they left everything and followed him.

REFLECTION
How is your eyesight? Do you spend a lot of time looking for things
that you had just a moment ago? Chances are, they will be
somewhere else because you put them there, or they are hiding
underneath something else - and you might find them when you
move on, to look for something quite different!
Both our readings today are about seeing clearly, recognising what
you are looking at, even though this might come as a total surprise.
Isaiah is at a service in the temple, and suddenly God appears to
him in all his glory. What would you do if this happened at one of
our services? It's not really something we would expect at all. Isaiah is shaken to the core of
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his being and sees immediately that this is something that should not be happening, not to
him at least. He is just an ordinary person, and as he realises, an ordinary sinful person, yet
granted this extraordinary vision. Two things happen next: an angel comes to reassure him
that his sins can be forgiven, and God asks a question, God asks for help. How could Isaiah
refuse to answer and say, "I am here if you can use me", having been given access to this
amazing insight? But the job is ultimately a hard and unrewarding one. Just in case Isaiah
thinks he might have a glorious future as the great prophet, respected and revered by
everyone, God spells it out. You must give my message, though nobody will listen to you. The
country is in great danger from its enemies, not just from foreign invaders but from greed and
corruption at the highest levels. But still, nobody is willing to change their ways or adopt a
different lifestyle. This is an ironic passage which underlines the fact that most people simply
don't want to hear about God, because if you were sincere, that would mean making difficult
decisions.
Peter's reaction to Jesus is very similar, though not in the same circumstances. "Go away!" he
shouts. "Leave me alone! I'm a hopeless case. How can I possibly help you?"
This was a very different setting from Isaiah's vision, of course. At least in the temple one was
close to God and visions and voices had come to people in the past. But Peter was at work,
just doing his job, and not even doing it very well. There are some interesting points we're not
told in this story. Peter must have met Jesus already, because we hear earlier in Luke's gospel
that Jesus has already healed his mother in law. They must have known each other a little for
Jesus to ask to borrow the boat. But Peter didn't fully understand what Jesus was up to here -
do we ever? He didn't quite trust him enough just to say YES to Jesus' suggestion to try and put
out the net once more. Who was this, a carpenter telling him his job? He had to argue with
Jesus. You can imagine Jesus giving him THE LOOK, can't you! So Peter doesn't quite know
what to make of the situation. He is out of his depth, he has a frightening glimpse of what
might happen if God gets hold of his life, when big decisions might have to be made. Perhaps
he wants this moment to just go away. He really needs Jesus' reassurance, "Do not be afraid".
So how do we answer when we feel this kind of pull on our lives? It may not be a vision of
angels, or a direct word from Jesus, but I'm sure there are moments that bring us up short.
It's interesting that Jesus often begins his deepest encounters with people by asking them for
something - something very ordinary, and straightforward which they are able to give - a drink
of water, use of a boat, an invitation to dinner. After all, one of the amazing things about
Christmas is that God asked for help from a mother, from a family, to look after a new baby.
The creator of the world could surely have managed things differently, and shown his power in
a more obvious, absolute way? But he never does.
So Jesus isn't asking for new skills, just for us to use the skills and experience we have already,
and to put them at his disposal. And it seems that one of the main qualifications he asks for is
that we feel absolutely unqualified for the job! Even though we might feel quite out of our
depth, are we brave enough to say "Yes, here am I - if you say so!"
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INTERCESSIONS
Let us pray to our Father, who is always ready to hear us
Father, we pray for your church throughout the world. We thank you for our congregations
here, for our leaders and for John our bishop elect. Give us a vision of hope in difficult times,
strengthen our faith, and guide us as we live together in your kingdom. Show us how to share
your good news, in our own way, with those around us.
Lord, in your mercy hear our prayer.
On this day seventy years ago our Queen heard the news of her father's death. We thank you
for her life and service and pray that under her this nation may be wisely governed. We pray
for all who hold responsibility in public office at all levels, and ask that they may work with
wisdom and integrity. We lift to you nations facing violence and hardship, particularly the
people of Afghanistan and Ukraine. We pray for peace and relief.
Lord, in your mercy hear our prayer.
We pray for our families and communities, as we begin to emerge from the pandemic, but face
many new problems, not least with living costs. We lift to you those who are ill, grieving or
anxious. In a moment of quiet we name them before you now. Show us how we can best
support them. And we remember those we love who are no longer with us, but who we still
miss. Grant us with them a share in your eternal kingdom.
Merciful father, accept our prayers for the sake of your only son, our saviour Jesus Christ.
Amen

Our father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name;
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those that trespass against us;
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

CONCLUSION
Go before us, Lord, in all we do with your most gracious favour, and guide us with your
continual help, that in all our works begun, continued and ended in you, we may glorify your
holy name, and finally by your mercy receive everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
May God who sends us, his church, to share the Good News of his kingdom, pour out his gifts
on you; and may the blessing of God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be with us all, those we love,
and those we pray for, now and always. Amen.
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