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Sunday 20th March : Lent 3
9-15am Service over Zoom

Please contact one of the clergy for the link you’ll need in order to join this.
9-30am Communion Service at Bwlch Church
10-30am Communion Service at Cantref Church
11.00am All Age Worship at Llangors Church
Video Service on YouTube

This is available to view on Trina’s Youtube channel
Short Service with Readings & Reflection Please see below

Tuesday 22nd March
7-30pm Llyn Safaddan PCC Meeting (via Zoom)

Wednesday 23rd March
7-00pm Lent Study Group at Llanhamlach Church (see below for details)

Thursday 24th March
7-00pm Beacons Benefice PCC Meeting (at Llanfrynach Village Hall)

Saturday 26th March 17, 2022
8-30pm Earth Hour Event at Llangors Church (see below for details)

Sunday 27th March : Lent 4 / Mothering Sunday
10-00am Mothering Sunday Service at the Henderson Hall, Talybont
10-30am Mothering Sunday Communion Service at Llanhamlach Church
10-30am Mothering Sunday Service at Llanfihangel Church
Video Service on YouTube

Trina's next Video Service will be online by next Saturday
Short Service with Readings & Reflection
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SERVICES ON TV AND RADIO THIS WEEK :
Sunday on Radio Wales: 7-31am & 7-28 pm Celebration - service for Lent 3
Sunday on Radio 4: 8-10am Sunday Worship from St Dominic’s Priory, Newcastle
Sunday on BBC 1: 1-15pm Songs of Praise: from Birmingham
Sunday on Radio 3 3pm Choral Evensong from Truo Cathedral
Wednesday on Radio 3 : 4pm Choral Evensong from Jesus College, Cambridge
Monday - Friday at 9-45am on Radio 4 Long Wave only: The Daily Service

NEW ELECTORAL ROLL : This year we are required by the Church in Wales to compile
completely new Electoral Rolls for each parish before the Easter Vestry Meetings take
place.(originally this was due in to take place in 2020 but had to be abandoned because of the
Covid lockdown). If you would like to be on the Electoral Roll, you’ll need to fill in a form - these
are available at the back of each church. Do please take one and return to one of the clergy or
churchwardens. We can also email you a form as well, if that’s more convenient. The dates of
the Parish Annual Vestry Meetings are 7-30pm Tuesday 26th April for Llyn Safaddan and 7.00pm
Thursday 28th April for the Beacons Benefice. Any reports for the written annual report will be
gratefully received by Kelvin! (By email, or paper).

EARTH HOUR EVENT : Llangors church will be holding an Earth Hour Event from 8.30-9.30 pm
this Saturday 26th March. This an internationally celebrated event, where we go without any
power from a non-renewable source: lights, electronic devices, etc to think about the
sustainability of the Earth. Instead we will, by candle-light, celebrate with readings, poems,
music, dancing or whatever people want to offer. The only thing is that we cannot rely on
batteries or electrically powered sources of music. If you would like to have a slot to share a
poem, reading, or play and instrument then let Trina know on 658878.

MOTHERING SUNDAY : Mothering Sunday, is next Sunday 27th
March this year. Services are 10-00am Mothering Sunday
Service at the Henderson Hall, Talybont, 10-30am Mothering
Sunday Service at Llanfihangel Church and 10-30am Mothering
Sunday Communion Service at Llanhamlach.

LENT COURSE 2022 “CASABLANCA - LOVE, SACRIFICE AND
HOPE”
This Lent our Wednesday evening study course is based on the
classic 1942 film Casablanca starring Humphrey Bogart and
Ingrid Bergman. It will be held at 7.00pm at Llanhamlach
Church on the next six Wednesdays in Lent. The first session,
March 9th, will be an early evening screening of the whole film,
and the following
Each session will focus on a key extract from the film and will
provide the basis for discussion and reflection of themes of sacrifice, repentance, suffering,
loss and hope. The film’s wartime setting also provides real poignancy for study at this time of
aggressive armed conflict in Europe. Each session is self-contained, so come to the sessions you
can. The course is written by Paul Kerensa, better known for the TV comedy Not Going Out.
Each session will last 90 minutes. For more information, contact Liz Bramley: tel 01874 665267
email: liz.bramley@icloud.com
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Sunday 20th March: Lent 3 A Service to use at Home

INTRODUCTION
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Heavenly Father, all hearts are open to you. No secrets are hidden from you. Purify us with
the fire of your Holy Spirit that we may love and worship you faithfully, through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.

A time of silence for reflection, then:
Wash me thoroughly from my wickedness and cleanse me from my sin:
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

Make me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me:
Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.

Cast me not away from your presence and take not your holy spirit from me:
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

May the God of love and power forgive us and free us from our sins, heal and strengthen us by
his Spirit, and raise us to new life in Christ our Lord. Amen.

Collect : Almighty God, whose most dear Son went not up to joy but first he suffered pain,
and entered not into glory before he was crucified: mercifully grant that we, walking in the way
of the cross, may find it none other than the way of life and peace; through Jesus Christ your
Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
Amen.

READINGS
Psalm 63. 1-8
O God, you are my God; eagerly I seek you : my soul is athirst for you.
My flesh also faints for you : as in a dry and thirsty land where there is no water.
So would I gaze upon you in your holy place : that I might behold your power and your glory.
Your loving-kindness is better than life itself : and so my lips shall praise you.
I will bless you as long as I live : and lift up my hands in your name.
My soul shall be satisfied, as with marrow and fatness : and my mouth shall praise you with
joyful lips,
When I remember you upon my bed : and meditate on you in the watches of the night.
For you have been my helper : and under the shadow of your wings will I rejoice.
My soul clings to you : your right hand shall hold me fast.

Isaiah 55. 1-9 Ho, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and you that have no money,
come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price. Why do you
spend your money for that which is not bread, and your labour for that which does not satisfy?
Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, and delight yourselves in rich food. Incline your
ear, and come to me; listen, so that you may live. I will make with you an everlasting covenant,
my steadfast, sure love for David. See, I made him a witness to the peoples, a leader and
commander for the peoples. See, you shall call nations that you do not know, and nations that



do not know you shall run to you, because of the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, for he
has glorified you.
Seek the Lord while he may be found, call upon him while he is near; let the wicked forsake
their way, and the unrighteous their thoughts; let them return to the Lord, that he may have
mercy on them, and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. For my thoughts are not your
thoughts, nor are your ways my ways, says the Lord. For as the heavens are higher than the
earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.

Luke 13. 1-9 At that very time there were some present who told Jesus about the Galileans
whose blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices. He asked them, ‘Do you think that
because these Galileans suffered in this way they were worse sinners than all other Galileans?
No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all perish as they did. Or those eighteen who were
killed when the tower of Siloam fell on them - do you think that they were worse offenders
than all the others living in Jerusalem? No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all perish
just as they did.’
Then he told this parable: ‘A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard; and he came looking for
fruit on it and found none. So he said to the gardener, “See here! For three years I have come
looking for fruit on this fig tree, and still I find none. Cut it down! Why should it be wasting the
soil?” He replied, “Sir, let it alone for one more year, until I dig round it and put manure on it. If
it bears fruit next year, well and good; but if not, you can cut it down.” ’

REFLECTION
In the world of physics it’s always true that when you do something to an object, something
happens to that object – for example if you hit a billiard ball into another billiard ball, then the
second ball moves with a velocity which is proportional to the force which was originally
applied. It’s called Newton’s 3rd Law of Motion - for every action there is an equal and
opposite reaction. A kind of cause and effect, as it were, because that’s the way in which the
universe just seems to work.

But what about the world of religion? Does this principal of cause and effect work there as
well? For example, is it always the case that if I do something wrong then God will punish me?
Or, alternatively, is it always the case that if I do the right thing, then God will always reward
me in some way? On the face of it that certainly seems to be as it ought to be, for not only
does it imply a sense of cause and effect (you do something and something else results) but it
also conveys a sense of nature justice as well. So is it so then?

Well the answer, as much as we might like it to be yes, is actually no. Indeed Jesus specifically
preached against this way of looking at things. There’s a good example of this in today’s
gospel reading: there we read about some people who come to Jesus and tell him about some
Galileans who had been really treated badly. Pontius Pilate had executed these poor people,
and then mixed their blood with the sacrifices being offered to God in the Temple at Jerusalem.
It’s obvious that the people Jesus is talking to felt that these Galileans must have done
something really terrible to deserve a fate like that, and that they had been punished for it –
cause and effect, again. But instead, Jesus tells them that they’re wrong and comes out with
this:

‘Do you think that because these Galileans suffered in this way they were worse sinners than all



other Galileans? No, I tell you.... Or those eighteen who were killed when the tower of Siloam
fell on them - do you think that they were worse offenders than all the others living in
Jerusalem? No, I tell you;’

In other words, he’s saying that it’s just not like that; there is no action and reaction, no cause
and effect, in this way; rather, the difficult truth is that bad things happen to good people; and
good things happen to bad people. That’s the real way of the world.

But it seems so unfair doesn’t it? Why doesn’t God make sure the guilty are punished and the
innocent are protected? Mind you, I suppose that we have to realize, that whenever we ask
God to do that that sort of thing, we’re always assuming that our place is always among the
innocent! After all, you just don’t see notorious sinners praying to God asking for everyone to
get what’s coming to them. No, the people who ask for that are always your solid, honest,
hard-working types, the ones who do indeed want what they think they deserve!

All of which perhaps raises another question. Well what is it that we deserve? Once again,
Jesus has the answer here in this passage, and rather worrying it is too!

“Unless you repent, you will all perish just as they did.”

There’s no mention here of whether you’re a good person or not. No consideration given to
hard work and noble intentions or whether you happen to come from a good family, or
not. No, says Jesus, if you don’t repent, then you’ll perish. It’s as stark and bleak as that, and
the reason for this is that we’re all sinners. All of us have fallen short of the glory of God, as St.
Paul writes. Yes, we might think we’re a little better than the person sitting next to us, but
even if that’s true we’re still sinners. No matter who we are, we don’t have the automatic right
to stand before God and tell God that He’s obligated to bless us. God accepts us only out of
the goodness of His heart, not because we deserve it in some way. So far, so bad then......

But then Jesus goes on to tell a parable. A man comes upon a fig tree, planted in his vineyard,
that isn’t bearing any fruit. He’s actually been looking for fruit on the tree for three years, but
nothing ever grew on it. Now I suppose that this reference to three years inclines us to think
that the man in the story is meant to be Jesus, who, after all taught and healed for three years
before He was crucified. So if the story ended with the man telling the gardener to cut it down,
then it would fit perfectly with this whole theme of sin and damnation. But that’s not how
Jesus ends the story, of course. Instead, the gardener asks the man to give it just one more
year. He’ll care for it and till it and fertilize it. And if it still doesn’t bear fruit by then, then he’ll
cut it down. But just give it one more chance....

So in the midst of all this difficult and uncomfortable “repent or perish” stuff there’s actually a
tale of hope and redemption - a story of second chances. The image is of Jesus, not as the
owner of the vineyard; but rather as the gardener. He’s the one standing up for us, asking for
just one more year. And if that year passes by, and we still haven’t borne any fruit, He’ll ask
for another. And another. He’ll give us a second chance, and a third, and a fourth, all the
while hoping that someday we will bear fruit. And perhaps we need to be clear here about
what that fruit is. It’s not love and good deeds. It’s not being a nice person. It’s not even
doing what God tells us to do. Because if we think it’s any of those, all we’ve done is fallen
right back into the rut He’s been trying to pull us out of our whole lives. We’ve gone back to
that theological version of cause and effect – back to thinking that we have to be good for God



to love us. But we don’t have to be good for God to love us. We just have to ask God to love
us. To save us. To change us. To make us more like Him. That’s what Jesus is talking about
here : repentance. Literally, in the Greek, “a turning around.” Turning to God. Trusting in God
- not in our idea of what we deserve and don’t deserve; nor, for that matter, what we think
others deserve or don’t deserve – just simply turning and trusting in Him. Amen.

INTERCESSIONS & CONCLUSION
We pray to the Lord for courage to give up other things and to give ourselves to him this Lent.

Give your Church the courage to give up her preoccupation with herself and to give more
time to your mission in the world. May the blood and water flowing from the side of Jesus
bring forgiveness to your people and help us to face the cost of proclaiming salvation.
Lord, meet us in the silence, give us strength and hear our prayer.

Give your world the courage to give up war, bitterness and hatred, and to seek peace. We
pray especially at this time for Ukraine. May the shoulders of the risen Jesus, once scourged
by soldiers, bear the burden of political and military conflict in our world.
Lord, meet us in the silence, give us strength and hear our prayer.

Give us the courage to give up quarrels, strife and jealousy in our families, neighbourhoods
and communities. May the presence of the risen Jesus, his body once broken and now made
whole, bring peace and direction as we live with one another.
Lord, meet us in the silence, give us strength and hear our prayer.

Give us the courage to give up our selfishness as we live for others, and to give time, care and
comfort to the sick. May the wounded hands of Jesus bring his healing touch, and the light of
his presence fill their rooms.
Lord, meet us in the silence, give us strength and hear our prayer.

Give us the courage to give up our fear of death and to rejoice with those who have died in
faith. May the feet of the risen Lord Jesus, once nailed to the cross, walk alongside the dying
and bereaved in their agony, and walk with us and all your Church through death to the gate
of glory. Lord, meet us in the silence, give us strength and hear our prayer.

As our Saviour taught us, we boldly pray: Ein Tad ... / Our Father ...

May Christ give us grace to grow in holiness, to deny ourselves, take up our cross and follow
him. And may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the
Holy Spirit be with us all, evermore. Amen.
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