
The BEACONS BENEFICE & PARISH of LLYN SAFADDAN
NOTICESHEET & SERVICE

Priest in Charge: Rev. Kelvin Richards tel: 01874-676146 e-mail kelvin@beaconssafaddan.plus.com
Associate Priest: Ven. Alan Jevons tel: 01874-658298 e-mail: alan.jevons@icloud.com

Local Ordained Minister: Rev. Liz Bramley tel: 01874 - 665267 e-mail: liz.bramley@icloud.com
Local Ordained Minister: Rev Trina Lodge tel: 01874 - 658878 e-mail: lodgetrina@gmail.com

Beacons Benefice - https://parish.churchinwales.org.uk/s475
Llyn Safaddan - https://parish.churchinwales.org.uk/s451

Sunday 27th March : Lent 4 / Mothering Sunday
10-00am Mothering Sunday Service at Henderson Hall. Talybont
10-30am Mothering Sunday Service at Llanfihangel Church
10-30am Mothering Sunday Communion Service at Llanhamlach Church
Video Service on YouTube

‘Mothering Sunday ’ This is available to view on Trina’s Youtube channel
Short Service with Readings & Reflection Please see below

Wednesday 23rd March
7-00pm Lent Study Group at Llanhamlach Church (see below for details)

Friday 1st April
12-30pm Lent Soup Lunch at Llangasty Retreat House
Please let the Retreat House know if you’d like to attend (Tel 658250 / email enquiries@llangasty.com)

Sunday 3rd April : Lent 5 / Passion Sunday
9-15am Service over Zoom

Please contact one of the clergy for the link you’ll need in order to join this.
9-30am Communion Service at Llanfihangel Church
10-30am Communion Service at Llanfrynach Church
11-00am Communion Service at Llangors Church

(followed be Llangors Annual Church Vestry Meeting)
Video Service on YouTube

Trina's next Video Service will be online by next Saturday
Short Service with Readings & Reflection

SERVICES ON TV AND RADIO THIS WEEK :
Sunday on Radio Wales: 7-31am & 7-28pm Celebration, Noddfa Baptist, Abersychan
Sunday on Radio 4: 8-10am Sunday Worship: 'Hospitality' from Edinburgh University
Sunday on BBC 1: 1-15pm Songs of Praise: Rev Kate Bottley with mums in Derby
Sunday on Radio 3: 3pm Choral Evensong from Jesus College, Cambridge
Wednesday on Radio 3 : 4pm Choral Evensong from Royal Holloway, London University
Monday - Friday at 9-45am on Radio 4 Long Wave only: The Daily Service

mailto:kelvin@beaconssafaddan.plus.com
mailto:alan.jevons@icloud.com
mailto:liz.bramley@icloud.com
mailto:petrinalodge@gmail.com
mailto:petrinalodge@gmail.com
mailto:petrinalodge@gmail.com
https://parish.churchinwales.org.uk/s475
https://parish.churchinwales.org.uk/s451
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCaAxUvXM2aQxZ7510WvED9Q/videos
mailto:enquiries@llangasty.com


MOTHERING SUNDAY : Mothering Sunday, today Sunday 27th March this year.
Services are 10-00am Mothering Sunday Service at the Henderson Hall, Talybont,
10-30am Mothering Sunday Service at Llanfihangel Church and 10-30am
Mothering Sunday Communion Service at Llanhamlach.

LENT COURSE 2022 “CASABLANCA - LOVE, SACRIFICE AND HOPE”
This Lent our Wednesday evening study course is based on the classic 1942 film
Casablanca starring Humphrey Bogart and Ingrid Bergman. It will be held at
7.00pm at Llanhamlach Church on the next six Wednesdays in Lent. The first
session, March 9th, will be an early evening screening of the whole film, and the
following
Each session will focus on a key extract from the film and will provide the basis for
discussion and reflection of themes of sacrifice, repentance, suffering, loss and
hope. The film’s wartime setting also provides real poignancy for study at this
time of aggressive armed conflict in Europe. Each session is self-contained, so come
to the sessions you can. The course is written by Paul Kerensa, better known for
the TV comedy Not Going Out. Each session will last 90 minutes. For more
information, contact Liz Bramley: tel 01874 665267 email:
liz.bramley@icloud.com

NEW ELECTORAL ROLL / VESTRY MEETINGS : This year we are required by the
Church in Wales to compile completely new Electoral Rolls for each parish before
the Easter Vestry Meetings take place.(originally this was due in to take place in
2020 but had to be abandoned because of the Covid lockdown). If you would like
to be on the Electoral Roll, you’ll need to fill in a form - these are available at the
back of each church. Do please take one and return to one of the clergy or
churchwardens. We can also email you a form as well, if that’s more convenient.
The dates of the Parish Annual Vestry Meetings are 7-30pm Tuesday 26th April for
Llyn Safaddan and 7.00pm Thursday 28th April for the Beacons Benefice. Any
reports for the written annual report will be gratefully received by Kelvin! (By
email, or paper).
Dates for the individual church meetings before the parish vestry meetings are:
Llangors - Sunday 3rd April following the 11am service
Llanfeugan - Sunday 10th April following the 10-30am service
Llangasty - Wednesday 13th April at 4pm.
Llanfihangel - Wednesday 20th April at 4pm
Llanywern - Sunday 24th April after the 11am service
Bwlch - Sunday 24th April after the 6pm service
Cantref - date and time tbc.
Llanfrynach - date and time tbc.
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Sunday 27th March: 4th Sunday in Lent - Mothering Sunday
A Service to use at home

INTRODUCTION
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen
Grace and peace be with you: And keep you in the love of Christ.
Heavenly Father, all hearts are open to you. No secrets are hidden from you. Purify us with the
fire of your Holy Spirit that we may love and worship you faithfully, through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.
A time of silence for reflection, then:
Lord Jesus, you were sent to heal the contrite: Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.
Lord Jesus, you came to call sinners: Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.
Lord Jesus, you plead for us at the right hand of the Father: Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.
May the God of love and power forgive us and free us from our sins, heal and strengthen us by
his Spirit, and raise us to new life in Christ our Lord. Amen
Collect: Lord God, whose blessed Son our Saviour gave his back to the smiters and did not hide
his face from shame: give us grace to endure the sufferings of this present time with sure
confidence in the glory that shall be revealed; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who is alive and
reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.

READINGS
Psalm 32
1Happy the one whose transgression is forgiven : and whose sin is covered.
2Happy the one to whom the Lord imputes no guilt : and in whose spirit there is no guile.
3 For I held my tongue : my bones wasted away through my groaning all the day long.
4Your hand was heavy upon me day and night :

my moisture was dried up like the drought in summer.
5Then I acknowledged my sin to you : and my iniquity I did not hide.

I said, ‘I will confess my transgressions to the Lord’ and you forgave the guilt of my sin.
6Therefore let all the faithful make their prayers to you in time of trouble :

in the great water flood, it shall not reach them.
7You are a place for me to hide in; you preserve me from trouble :

you surround me with songs of deliverance.
8 ‘I will instruct you and teach you in the way that you should go :

I will guide you with my eye.
9Be not like horse and mule which have no understanding :

whose mouths must be held with bit and bridle, or else they will not stay near you.’
10Great tribulations remain for the wicked :

but mercy embraces those who trust in the Lord.
11Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice in the Lord : shout for joy, all who are true of heart.



2 Corinthians 5. 16-21 From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view;
even though we once knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him no longer in that
way. So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see,
everything has become new! All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ,
and has given us the ministry of reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world
to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting the message of
reconciliation to us. So we are ambassadors for Christ, since God is making his appeal through
us; we entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. For our sake he made him to be
sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.

Luke 15. 1-3, 11b-32 Now all the tax-collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to him.
And the Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, ‘This fellow welcomes sinners
and eats with them.’ So he told them this parable:
‘There was a man who had two sons. The younger of them said to his father, “Father, give me
the share of the property that will belong to me.” So he divided his property between them. A
few days later the younger son gathered all he had and travelled to a distant country, and there
he squandered his property in dissolute living.When he had spent everything, a severe famine
took place throughout that country, and he began to be in need. So he went and hired himself
out to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed the pigs. He would
gladly have filled himself with the pods that the pigs were eating; and no one gave him
anything. But when he came to himself he said, “How many of my father’s hired hands have
bread enough and to spare, but here I am dying of hunger! I will get up and go to my father,
and I will say to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer
worthy to be called your son; treat me like one of your hired hands.’ ” So he set off and went to
his father. But while he was still far off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion; he
ran and put his arms around him and kissed him. Then the son said to him, “Father, I have
sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son.” But the
father said to his slaves, “Quickly, bring out a robe - the best one - and put it on him; put a ring
on his finger and sandals on his feet. And get the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and
celebrate; for this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found!” And they
began to celebrate.
‘Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came and approached the house, he heard
music and dancing. He called one of the slaves and asked what was going on. He replied, “Your
brother has come, and your father has killed the fatted calf, because he has got him back safe
and sound.” Then he became angry and refused to go in. His father came out and began to
plead with him. But he answered his father, “Listen! For all these years I have been working like
a slave for you, and I have never disobeyed your command; yet you have never given me even
a young goat so that I might celebrate with my friends. But when this son of yours came back,
who has devoured your property with prostitutes, you killed the fatted calf for him!” Then the
father said to him, “Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. But we had to
celebrate and rejoice, because this brother of yours was dead and has come to life; he was lost
and has been found.” ’



REFLECTION
What is your favourite bible story? Chances are, it will be one of Jesus' stories, and very
possibly this one of the Prodigal Son - or perhaps you could call it the Prodigal Father, or the
story of Two Sons. Have you ever thought of an alternative name for it?
We may think we know this story inside out, yet there are always things to surprise us when
we look carefully at what Jesus is actually saying.
Here is a family where relationships are not good between the brothers, perhaps not untypical
of many families. In fact this theme starts right at the beginning of the bible, with the sons of
Adam and Eve, who had such a quarrel that the younger murdered the older. This family
breakup must have been simmering under the surface for some time, until the younger son
comes out with his outrageous demand. The sharp point of the son's question is that he
wishes father were dead now, and had no more claim over his life. That was his view of
'freedom'. And the father lets him go, despite pain and worry over problems that would surely
come. Does that surprise you? Should the father have been firmer? Of course, we are meant
to see here a reflection of the way God never forces us though sometimes we might think life
would be better if he sometimes did so - but to other people, of course!
One of the skilful things in the way this story is told is that there is a lot we don't know. It
always raises so many questions for me. Was the younger boy always daddy's favourite? Was
the big brother jealous, or perhaps a bully? Maybe there was a girl involved. And of course,
where is the mother? Is it important we have answers? Not really, because leaving the
questions open means it could be a story about our own family and we can each fill in our own
details. We can identify immediately with the characters, with the situation, and perhaps our
sympathies are very divided.
This is such a good stand-alone story, we might be tempted to forget about its context, the
reason why Jesus told it in the first place. Jesus was with the scribes and pharisees, who were
muttering to themselves and criticising him for making friends with 'sinners' - people who
didn't keep the law - and positively enjoying their company. Surely a real messiah, if that's
what he claimed to be, would want to spend time with them, the upholders of the law, and
support all they were doing. Surely he would see what a waste of time these dregs of society
were. So Jesus began, 'There was a man who had two sons," which means that we mustn't
end the story too soon, before we have thought about the older son. Don't you sympathise
with him? The one who has kept his head down and worked hard all the time - like the men in
another of Jesus' stories, the ones who were paid the same for working all day as those who
only started work in the last hour. It's just not fair. No wonder he felt too angry to join the
party.
But Jesus isn't talking about rewards for work or good behaviour, about getting by and
managing in your own strength. He's talking about a different relationship altogether, one of
love and loss, and realisation of the love you might lose, even if that realisation comes at the
very last minute. Last week, in the story of the unfruitful fig tree about to be cut down, we
heard about everyone getting what they really deserved for not listening to God. This week
we hear about someone getting what he certainly didn't deserve - the outpouring of God's
love, which was only made possible by this realisation that his father might find a place for him
after all. That place was in his heart, and always had been, just as it was for the religious
leaders who were entitled to all the rewards of God's first promises, but on the basis of love,
not good behaviour. Realising that is the way back for both brothers, because both were lost



in their different ways. And it is the same for us. Can we be glad for other people's joy, even
when we don't quite understand why they should have it?
One of the things I would really like to know is what happened at the family conference the
next day. St Paul gives us an answer in our epistle: 'in Christ God was reconciling the world to
himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting the message of
reconciliation to us.' Yes, there can be reconciliation, and new hope in life, and a vital job for
us all as we go about our daily lives. We can all try to see others through the father's loving
eyes.

INTERCESSIONS
Gracious God, we pray that your reconciling love may bring harmony to our world.

We pray for those caught up in conflicts between nations and states; for all who live in fear of
the bullet or the bomb. May the leaders of the nations listen to each other, begin to care what
they do and commit themselves to peace.
Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer.

We pray for those caught up in drought and disaster, and in economic turmoil, whose see their
livelihoods disappearing while costs spiral upwards. We pray that governments will find a fair
and straightforward way to help the most needy
Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer.

We pray for those whose relationships have broken down. May your love bring reconciliation,
your peace dissolve bitterness, and your grace disperse anger.
Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer.

We bring to you homes that are filled with conflict, and pray for all who suffer from domestic
violence and abuse. Bring healing to those who bear the scars of the ways they have been
treated, and enable them to experience love.
Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer.

We lift to you those we know who are ill, anxious or grieving. You know their needs better
than we do ourselves. In a moment of quiet we name them before you. We pray for all who
seek to heal, to mediate, to bring health, reconciliation and peace, that they may have wisdom,
patience and compassion.
Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer.

Finally we remember those who have gone before, to be greeted by your arms of mercy.
We bring our prayer in the name of Christ, through whom all are reconciled to you, our God.
Amen.

CONCLUSION
God of outrageous love, you are ready to welcome us with ever open arms.
Enlarge our hearts and minds, to serve faithfully and to love outrageously!

The Lord bless you and keep us; the Lord make his face to shine upon us and be gracious to us;
the Lord lift up his countenance upon us and give us his peace.
And may the blessing of God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be with us, those you we love and
those we pray for, now and always. Amen.
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