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The BEACONS BENEFICE & PARISH of LLYN SAFADDAN
NOTICESHEET

Priest in Charge: Rev. Kelvin Richards tel: 01874-676146 e-mail kelvin@beaconssafaddan.plus.com
Associate Priest: Ven. Alan Jevons tel: 01874-658298 e-mail: alan.jevons@icloud.com

Local Ordained Minister: Rev. Liz Bramley tel: 01874 - 665267 e-mail: liz.bramley@icloud.com
Local Ordained Minister: Rev Trina Lodge tel: 01874 - 658878 e-mail: lodgetrina@gmail.com

Beacons Benefice - https://parish.churchinwales.org.uk/s475
Llyn Safaddan - https://parish.churchinwales.org.uk/s451

Sunday 24th April : 2nd Sunday of Easter
9-15am Service over Zoom

Please contact one of the clergy for the link you’ll need in order to join this.
10-30am Communion Service at Llanfeugan Church
10-30am Communion Service at Llanhamlach Church
11-00am Communion Service at Llanywern Church

(followed by Llanywern Annual Church Meeting
6-00pm Evening Prayer at Bwlch Church (followed by Bwlch Annual Church Meeting)
Short Service with Readings & Reflection for home use

Tuesday 26th April
7-30pm Llyn Safaddan Annual Vestry Meeting (in Llangors Church)

Thursday 28th April
7-00pm Beacons Benefice Annual Vestry Meeting (in Llanfrynach Village Hall)

Sunday 1st May : 3rd Sunday of Easter
9-30am Communion Service at Llanfihangel Church
10-00am Communion Service at Llanfrynach Church
11-00am Communion at Llangors Church
Short Service with Readings & Reflection for home use

Note that Sunday Morning Services in the Beacons Benefice revert to the old
pre-Covid time of 10-00am from the beginning of May

mailto:kelvin@beaconssafaddan.plus.com
mailto:alan.jevons@icloud.com
mailto:liz.bramley@icloud.com
mailto:petrinalodge@gmail.com
https://parish.churchinwales.org.uk/s475
https://parish.churchinwales.org.uk/s451
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SERVICES ON TV AND RADIO THIS WEEK :
Sunday on Radio Wales: 7-31am & 7-28pm Celebration: Cathy Gale of Cardiff Methodists
Sunday on Radio 4: 8-10am Sunday Worship from the Ukrainian cathedral in London
Sunday on BBC 1: 1-15pm Songs of Praise with Katherine Jenkins at Paisley Abbey
Sunday on Radio 3: 4pm Choral Evensong from Merton College, Oxford
Wednesday on Radio 3 : 4pm Choral Evensong from Lincoln Cathedral
Monday - Friday at 9-45am on Radio 4 Long Wave only: The Daily Service

SERVICES FROM MAY : Please note that from the first Sunday in May onwards (May 1st),
Sunday services in the Beacons Benefice will revert back to the old pre-Covid time of 10.00am
(keeping the present pattern for the time being). Also from that Sunday Zoom Services will
come to an end, except for an occasional service. YouTube services have already reduced from
weekly to once a month.

NEW ELECTORAL ROLL / PARISH VESTRY MEETINGS : This year we are required by the Church
in Wales to compile completely new Electoral Rolls for each parish before the Easter Vestry
Meetings take place (originally this was due in to take place in 2020 but had to be abandoned
because of the Covid lockdown). If you would like to be on the Electoral Roll, you’ll need to fill
in a form - these are available at the back of each church. Do please take one and return to
one of the clergy or churchwardens. We can also email you a form as well, if that’s more
convenient. The dates of the Parish Annual Vestry Meetings are 7-30pm Tuesday 26th April
for Llyn Safaddan (in Llangors Church) and 7.00pm Thursday 28th April for the Beacons
Benefice (in Llanfrynach Village Hall).

SWIMATHON : I'm doing the Swimathon again on May 8th in Brecon
pool,with my family - this year our ages range from 8 to 76! It's always
a fun event and we raise money for two good causes, Marie Curie and

Cancer Research UK. Another difficult year is behind us, and I'm doing this again in memory of
my brother Robin, who used to take me to my first swimming lessons!
If you would like to support us, you can donate via Just Giving, copy and paste this link in
Google: https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/elizabethbramley1638376591879

Many thanks, Liz

SITUATION IN UKRAINE : The news from Ukraine is dire. If there is any way you feel you would
like to help locally, have a look at the Hay, Brecon and Talgarth Sanctuary for Refugees website.
This group is working closely with Powys Council, and many other organisations, to make sure
offers of help - from everyday welcoming to more specialist skills - are targeted as effectively as
possible. Donations to major charities are always needed, of course.

https://hbtsr.cityofsanctuary.org

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/elizabethbramley1638376591879
https://hbtsr.cityofsanctuary.org
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Sunday 24th April - Second Sunday of Easter
A Service to use at home

INTRODUCTION
Alleluya, Christ is risen! He is risen indeed. Alleluya!

In baptism we died with Christ, so that as Christ was raised from the dead, we might walk in
newness of life. Let us receive new life in him as we confess our sins in penitence and faith.
A time of silence for reflection, then:
Like Mary at the empty tomb, we fail to grasp the wonder of your presence.
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.
Like the disciples behind locked doors, we are afraid to be seen as your followers.
Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.
Like Thomas in the upper room, we are slow to believe.
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

Collect: Almighty Father, you have given your only Son to die for our sins and to rise again for
our justification: grant us so to put away the leaven of malice and wickedness that we may
always serve you in pureness of living and truth; through the merits of your Son Jesus Christ
our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for
ever. Amen.

READINGS
Psalm 150
1Alleluia! O praise God in his holiness : praise him in the firmament of his power.
2Praise him for his mighty acts : praise him according to his excellent greatness.
3Praise him with the blast of the trumpet : praise him upon the harp and lyre.
4Praise him with timbrel and dances : praise him upon the strings and pipe.
5Praise him with ringing cymbals : praise him upon the clashing cymbals.
6 Let everything that has breath : praise the Lord. Alleluia!

Acts 5. 27-32 When they had brought them, they had them stand before the council. The high
priest questioned them, saying, ‘We gave you strict orders not to teach in this name, yet here
you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching and you are determined to bring this man’s blood
on us.’ But Peter and the apostles answered, ‘We must obey God rather than any human
authority. The God of our ancestors raised up Jesus, whom you had killed by hanging him on a
tree. God exalted him at his right hand as Leader and Saviour, so that he might give repentance
to Israel and forgiveness of sins. And we are witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy Spirit
whom God has given to those who obey him.’
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Revelation 1. 4-8 John to the seven churches that are in Asia: Grace to you and peace from
him who is and who was and who is to come, and from the seven spirits who are before his
throne, and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of
the kings of the earth.
To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, and made us to be a kingdom,
priests serving his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen.
Look! He is coming with the clouds; every eye will see him, even those who pierced him; and
on his account all the tribes of the earth will wail. So it is to be. Amen.
‘I am the Alpha and the Omega’, says the Lord God, who is and who was and who is to come,
the Almighty.

John 20. 19-31 When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of
the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood
among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ After he said this, he showed them his hands and
his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace
be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.’ When he had said this, he breathed on
them and said to them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven
them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.’
But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came.
So the other disciples told him, ‘We have seen the Lord.’ But he said to them, ‘Unless I see the
mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his
side, I will not believe.’
A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the
doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ Then he
said to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my
side. Do not doubt but believe.’ Thomas answered him, ‘My Lord and my God!’ Jesus said to
him, ‘Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and
yet have come to believe.’
Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this
book. But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son
of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name.

REFLECTION
How do you make important decisions in your life? Where do you
stand on vaccines? On climate change? It's not always easy, is it?
There are so many facts and opinions, so many different stories out
there that we can all be excused for feeling confused. The greatest
story ever is being told in our readings over the next few weeks. In
the atmosphere of fear and despair, this amazing news spread rather slowly, considering what
a following Jesus had had, and that he had already raised several people from the dead. The
facts seemed totally incredible, yet Peter explains very clearly - you killed him but God raised
him. This is one of the few facts that all the Gospel writers see as central - the cross is 'crucial'!
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The facts are out there - but what do we make of them? Well, Thomas was pretty clear. 'You
surely don't expect me just to believe that because you say so?' What was stopping him? He
seems to be asking for proof, but maybe there was something else. Was he jealous that all the
others had had this experience except him? Was he frightened, not just of the authorities, but
of the world he knew suddenly changing? The religious authorities wanted clear answers too:
'Who are you?' they asked Jesus. 'If you are the Son of God, raise someone from the dead.
Then we might believe you.' But he did, and they didn't! What stopped them? What stops us?
Why is it so hard? We like to think we're thoughtful people who research the facts before we
make a decision.
But it's never about just the facts. There's always more going on. The fact is, we go on gut
feeling (and even packaging) much more than we like to think, from elections to brands of
biscuits. The battle to win hearts and minds is always the hardest, which clever advertisers
know all too well. If the facts agree with what we want to believe, then it's easy. But if we
have a different view of what life is about, and the facts are hard to fit in to our system, then
it's hard to be open to something new.
Is Thomas behaving like a modern day scientist, someone who is supposed to be objective?
Science is popularly supposed to give us unbiased facts, the truth. Yet, think about it, all new
science is really based on doubt and on faith: you wouldn't bother to research anything if you
had all the answers. You are not satisfied with current thinking, so you test a new theory - it
may or may not work and your theory seems good or less so. Quantum theory - cutting edge
science - has some answers to Einstein's unanswered questions. It also appears to show some
very curious facts, like particles can be in different places at the same time, and things that are
dead can also be alive. Even that theory is facing new challenges now. Yes, we know a lot
more about the way the universe works now, but compared to what we don't know, it's a tiny
fraction. We have some useful knowledge like effective vaccines and climate change
monitoring, but have to live with a lot more doubts and best-so-far hypotheses. Looking for
once-for-all answers is not helpful. We have to be inclusive and welcome new ideas - even new
people - but keep on questioning together.
There are many things that lie just beyond the facts. How do you know someone loves you?
It's the personal meeting which is the key. Most Christians take their first steps in faith through
some kind of personal contact with other Christians. They see something different in their lives,
perhaps more integrity than usual, or a kind of deep joy in living. The facts and detailed
knowledge come later.
So hooray for Thomas, the careful researcher! He could have gone away and stayed away, and
lived a life of "if only" and "what might have been". But he didn't. He was there, joining in the
discussion. He thought he wanted facts, proof, but the most important truth is that his meeting
Jesus wasn't really about these surface facts at all. it's just like what happened to Mary in the
garden when Jesus called her name in that familiar beloved voice. Jesus gives Thomas the
most personal of responses, because he knows about the deep reassurance that Thomas needs,
the very personal moment of reading his thoughts - just like the old Jesus used to do. And of
course hooray for Peter, who so painfully denied Jesus on the night before the crucifixion, now
forgiven, and restored after that conversation on the beach where Jesus answered his deepest
need, and now able to speak with complete conviction as a witness to what has happened.
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My prayer is that we too will listen to Jesus, in silence or in the voices of others, and know that
we are totally accepted into his arms of love.

INTERCESSIONS
We pray to Jesus who is present with us to eternity.
Jesus, light of the world, bring the light and peace of your gospel to the nations …
Jesus, Lord of life, in your mercy, hear us.
Jesus, bread of life, give food to the hungry … and nourish us all with your word.
Jesus, Lord of life, in your mercy, hear us.
Jesus, our way, our truth, our life, be with us and all who follow you in the way …
Deepen our appreciation of your truth and fill us with your life.
Jesus, Lord of life, in your mercy, hear us.
Jesus, Good Shepherd who gave your life for the sheep, recover the straggler, bind up the
injured, strengthen the sick and lead the healthy and strong to new pastures.
Jesus, Lord of life, in your mercy, hear us.
Jesus, the resurrection and the life, we give you thanks for all who have lived and believed in
you … Raise us with them to eternal life.
Jesus, Lord of life, in your mercy, hear us, accept our prayers, and be with us always.
Amen.

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those that trespass against us;
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

CONCLUSION
Lord God our Father, through our Saviour Jesus Christ you have assured your children of eternal
life and in baptism have made us one with him: deliver us from the death of sin and raise us to
new life in your love, in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, by the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Amen.

God the Father, by whose love Christ was raised from the dead, open to you who believe
the gates of everlasting life. And the blessing of God almighty, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be
with you, those you love and those you pray for, now and always. Amen.
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