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Sunday 17th April : Easter Sunday
6-00am Dawn Communion at Llangasty Retreat House

Followed by rolls & eggs for breakfast - please bring an egg cup and let the Retreat House know if
you’d like to attend (Tel 658250 / email enquiries@llangasty.com)

9-15am Service over Zoom
Please contact one of the clergy for the link you’ll need in order to join this.

9-30am Communion Service at Llanfihangel Church
10-30am Communion Service at Llandetty Church
10-30am Communion Service at Cantref Church
11-00am All Age Communion Service at Llangors Church
Short Service with Readings & Reflection for home use

Wednesday 20th April
2-00pm Llangasty Annual Church Meeting (at Treberfydd)

4-00pm Llanfihangel Annual Church Meeting (in church)

Thursday 21st April
7-00pm Cantref Annual Church Meeting (in church)

Saturday 23rd April
2-00pm Wedding at Llangasty Church

Sunday 24th April : Easter 2
9-15am Service over Zoom

Please contact one of the clergy for the link you’ll need in order to join this.
10-30am Communion Service at Llanfeugan Church
10-30am Communion Service at Llanhamlach Church
11-00am Communion at Llanywern Church (followed by Llanywern Annual Church Meeting)

6-00pm Evening Prayer at Bwlch Church (followed by Bwlch Annual Church Meeting)

Short Service with Readings & Reflection for home use
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SERVICES ON TV AND RADIO THIS WEEK :
Sunday on Radio Wales: 7-31am & 7-28pm Celebration from City Church, Swansea
Sunday on Radio 4: 8-10am Sunday Worship with the Archbishop of Canterbury
Sunday on BBC 1: 10am Easter Day Service from Leeds Minister

1-15pm Songs of Praise - Easter Day on Lindisfarne
Sunday on Radio 3: 3pm Choral Evensong from Canterbury Cathedral
Wednesday on Radio 3 : 4pm Choral Evensong from Merton College Oxford
Monday - Friday at 9-45am on Radio 4 Long Wave only: The Daily Service

NEW ELECTORAL ROLL / PARISH VESTRY MEETINGS : This year we are required by the Church
in Wales to compile completely new Electoral Rolls for each parish before the Easter Vestry
Meetings take place (originally this was due in to take place in 2020 but had to be abandoned
because of the Covid lockdown). If you would like to be on the Electoral Roll, you’ll need to fill
in a form - these are available at the back of each church. Do please take one and return to
one of the clergy or churchwardens. We can also email you a form as well, if that’s more
convenient. The dates of the Parish Annual Vestry Meetings are 7-30pm Tuesday 26th April
for Llyn Safaddan (in Llangors Church) and 7.00pm Thursday 28th April for the Beacons
Benefice (in Llanfrynach Village Hall). Any reports for the written annual report will be
gratefully received by Kelvin! (By email, or paper).
Dates for the remaining individual church meetings before the parish vestry meetings are:
Llangasty - Wednesday 20th April at 2pm (tbc)
Llanfihangel - Wednesday 20th April at 4pm
Cantref - Thursday 21st April at 7pm
Llanywern - Sunday 24th April after 11am service
Bwlch - Sunday 24th April after 6pm service

SWIMATHON : I'm doing the Swimathon again on May 8th in Brecon pool,with my family - this
year our ages range from 8 to 76! It's always a fun event and we raise money for two good
causes, Marie Curie and Cancer Research UK. Another difficult year is behind us, and I'm doing
this again in memory of my brother Robin, who used to take me to my first swimming lessons!
If you would like to support us, you can donate via Just Giving, copy and paste this link in
Google: https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/elizabethbramley1638376591879

Many thanks, Liz

SERVICES FROM MAY : Please note that from the first Sunday in May onwards (May 1st),
Sunday services in the Beacons Benefice will revert back to the old pre-covid time of 10.00am
(keeping the present pattern for the time being). Also from that Sunday Zoom Services will
come to an end, except for an occasional service. YouTube services have already reduced from
weekly to once a month.

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/elizabethbramley1638376591879


EASTER SUNDAY 17th APRIL. A SERVICE FOR READING AT HOME

Introduction
Christ yesterday and today : the beginning and the end.

Alpha and Omega, all time belongs to him and all ages:
To him be all glory and power, through every age and for ever. Amen.

This is the day when our Lord Jesus Christ was raised gloriously from the dead, crushing the
power of sin and destroying the sting of death. Throughout the world Christians celebrate the
mighty power of God as Christ calls us out of darkness to share in his marvellous light. May we,
and all Christ’s people, shine as lights in the world to the glory of God the Father.

Alleluia! Christ is risen: He is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Christ our Passover lamb has been sacrificed for us. Let us therefore rejoice by putting away all
malice and evil and confessing our sins with a sincere and true heart:
Heavenly Father, we have sinned in thought, word and deed, and have failed to do what we
ought to have done. We are sorry and truly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ
who died for us, forgive us all that is past and lead us in His way to walk as children of light.
Amen.

May Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon us and set us free from
sin, strengthen us in goodness and keep us in eternal life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE GLORIA:
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father. We worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the
world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the most high Jesus
Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

The collect Lord of all life and power, who through the mighty resurrection of your Son
overcame the old order of sin and death to make all things new in him: grant that we, being
dead to sin and alive to you in Jesus Christ, may reign with him in glory; to whom with you and
the Holy Spirit be praise and honour, glory and might, now and in all eternity.

Readings
Acts 10. 34-43 Then Peter began to speak to them: ‘I truly understand that God shows no
partiality, but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him.
You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ - he is
Lord of all. That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that
John announced: how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power;
how he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was
with him. We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to
death by hanging him on a tree; but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to



appear, not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and
drank with him after he rose from the dead. He commanded us to preach to the people and to
testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. All the prophets
testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his
name.’

Luke 24. 1-12 But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, the women came to the tomb,
taking the spices that they had prepared. They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, but
when they went in, they did not find the body. While they were perplexed about this, suddenly
two men in dazzling clothes stood beside them. The women were terrified and bowed their
faces to the ground, but the men said to them, ‘Why do you look for the living among the dead?
He is not here, but has risen. Remember how he told you, while he was still in Galilee, that the
Son of Man must be handed over to sinners, and be crucified, and on the third day rise again.’
Then they remembered his words, and returning from the tomb, they told all this to the eleven
and to all the rest.
Now it was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the other women with
them who told this to the apostles. But these words seemed to them an idle tale, and they did
not believe them. But Peter got up and ran to the tomb; stooping and looking in, he saw the
linen cloths by themselves; then he went home, amazed at what had happened.

Reflection
Why do you look for the living among the dead? That’s the question the angels asked the
women at the tomb. But of course they weren’t actually doing that; they were looking for the
dead among the dead. They had come to the tomb expecting to find a body. They had seen
Jesus, with their own eyes, beaten, crucified, and very much dead. They had seen his body,
lifeless and wrapped in linen burial clothes, laid in the tomb. And so, they had indeed come
looking for the dead among the dead.

But that’s not what they found. Instead they found an empty tomb, and two messengers
asking them this teasing question, “Why do you look for the living among the dead?”

Now, more than perhaps anything else, the discovery of the empty tomb lies at the very heart
of the Christian faith. The resurrection, is, if you like, the “exclamation point” that God has put
on the life and ministry of Jesus. It is God’s response to Jesus’ death. By it, God has validated
the claims that Jesus had made about himself. Through it, God has vindicated Jesus’ mission of
proclaiming the Good News, not to the religious insiders, but to the poor, the outcast, and the
penitent. Indeed, so important is this resurrection that Saint Paul could later write that if Jesus
had not been raised from the dead, then our faith would be baseless, and we would be, of all
people, most to be pitied.

And perhaps what is even more important than all this is the fact that history has shown us
that it isn’t sophisticated theological arguments, or well-crafted liturgies, or even articulate
doctrines and dogmas that have convinced the followers of Jesus that he has been raised. No,
it is always through personal encounters with the Risen Lord, that people have been convinced.

Those women who came to the tomb that first Easter morning, wracked with grief and sorrow
over the loss of their dear friend, they encountered the Risen Lord, and he gave them joy. The
disciples who had gathered together in fear, hiding from the religious authorities, they



encountered the Risen Lord, and he gave them peace. Later, two perplexed and disappointed
followers of Jesus, walking along the road to Emmaus, trying to figure out where everything
had gone wrong, encountered the Risen Lord, and he gave them encouragement. The disciple
Thomas, was having a very hard time believing the testimony of the other disciples and the
women, when he had an encounter with the Risen Lord, and he was given assurance. Even
Saint Paul, who’s job had been to arrest Christians and bring them before a religious court for
trial, was travelling to Damascus when he encountered the Risen Lord, and he was given a new
life.

And 2000 years later, these personal encounters with the risen Christ, well they continue.
Indeed Jesus himself described what many of these encounters will look like in a parable:
Whenever you give food to the hungry and drink to the thirsty, then you have an encounter
with the Risen Lord. Whenever you welcome the stranger and clothe the naked, then you have
an encounter with the Risen Lord. When you visit the sick and those in prison, and when you
give something of significance to someone in need, then you have an encounter with the Risen
Lord. (Matthew 25:35-36)

Yet for all this, perhaps there are times, maybe too many times when we look for the risen
Christ in all the wrong places. When we look for an encounter with him simply in our
traditions and in our rituals for example; or in our doctrines and dogmas, or in those pious
arguments and debates that Christians can be so fond of. When we simply ignore all of the
flesh and blood encounters happening all around us every day. When we do that, perhaps we
are not unlike those women who had come to the tomb early on that first Easter morning:
looking for the dead among the dead.

When we find ourselves doing that sort of thing, then we do indeed need to remember those
words of those messengers on that first Easter Day: “Why do you look for the living among the
dead? He is not here, but has been raised.” Raised, not just in a world two thousand years ago,
but raised also in our hearts, in our lives, and in our world; raised to be lovingly present in
every person and in every situation we encounter. Alleluia! Christ is Risen! He is risen indeed!
Alleluia! Amen.

Intercessions
In joy and hope let us pray to the Father.

That our risen Saviour may fill us [and …] with the joy of his glorious and life-giving resurrection,
we pray to the Father. Hear our prayer.

That isolated and persecuted churches may find fresh strength in the good news of Easter, we
pray to the Father. Hear our prayer.

That God may grant us humility to be subject to one another in Christian love, we pray to the
Father. Hear our prayer.

That he may provide for those who lack food, work or shelter, we pray to the Father.
Hear our prayer.

That by his power war and famine may cease through all the world, we pray to the Father.
Hear our prayer.



That he may reveal the light of his presence to the sick, the weak and the dying, to comfort and
strengthen them, we pray to the Father. Hear our prayer.

That, according to his promises, all who have died in the faith of the resurrection may be raised
on the last day, we pray to the Father. Hear our prayer.

That he may send the fire of the Holy Spirit upon his people, so that we may bear faithful
witness to his resurrection, we pray to the Father. Hear our prayer.

Heavenly Father, you have delivered us from the power of darkness and brought us into the
kingdom of your Son: grant that, as his death has recalled us to life, so his continual presence in
us may raise us to eternal joy; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Our Father, who art in heaven…….

Conclusion
God of Life, who for our redemption gave your only-begotten Son to the death of the cross,
and by his glorious resurrection have delivered us from the power of our enemy: grant us so to
die daily to sin, that we may evermore live with him in the joy of his risen life; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

Alleluia. Christ is risen. He is risen indeed. Alleluia.

May God the Father, by whose love Christ was raised from the dead, open to us who believe
the gates of everlasting life. Amen.

May God the Son, who in bursting from the grave has won a glorious victory, give us joy as we
share the Easter faith. Amen.

May God the Holy Spirit, who filled the disciples with the life of the risen Lord, empower us
and fill us with Christ’s peace. Amen.

And may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy
Spirit be with us all, evermore. Amen.
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