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The BEACONS BENEFICE & PARISH of LLYN SAFADDAN
NOTICESHEET & SERVICE

Priest in Charge: Rev. Kelvin Richards tel: 01874-676146 e-mail kelvin@beaconssafaddan.plus.com
Associate Priest: Ven. Alan Jevons tel: 01874-658298 e-mail: alan.jevons@icloud.com

Local Ordained Minister: Rev. Liz Bramley tel: 01874 - 665267 e-mail: liz.bramley@icloud.com
Local Ordained Minister: Rev Trina Lodge tel: 01874 - 658878 e-mail: lodgetrina@gmail.com

Beacons Benefice - https://parish.churchinwales.org.uk/s475
Llyn Safaddan - https://parish.churchinwales.org.uk/s451

Sunday 1st May : 3rd Sunday of Easter
9-30am Communion Service at Llanfihangel Church
10-00am Communion Service at Llanfrynach Church (please note start time)
11-00am Communion at Llangors Church
Short Service with Readings & Reflection for home use

Wednesday 4th May
10-30am Funeral of Elizabeth Jean Thomas at Llanfrynach

Friday 6th May
2-00pm Cleaning at Llansantffraed Church

Saturday 7th May
Wedding of Edward Williams & Rosie Campbell at Llangasty

3-00pm Wreath laying at the grave of Henry Vaughan in Llansantffraed
(the church will be open afterwards)

Sunday 8th May : 4th Sunday of Easter
9-30am Communion Service at Bwlch Church
10-00am Communion Service at Llanfeugan Church (please note start time)
11-00am Communion at Llangasty Church
11-00am Family Church at Henderson Hall, Talybont
Short Service with Readings & Reflection for home use

Note that Sunday Morning Services in the Beacons Benefice revert to the old
pre-Covid time of 10-00am from Sunday 1st May onwards

mailto:kelvin@beaconssafaddan.plus.com
mailto:alan.jevons@icloud.com
mailto:liz.bramley@icloud.com
mailto:petrinalodge@gmail.com
https://parish.churchinwales.org.uk/s475
https://parish.churchinwales.org.uk/s451
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SERVICES ON TV AND RADIO THIS WEEK :
Sunday on Radio Wales : 7-31am & 7-28pm Enthronement of our new Archbishop,

in Bangor
Sunday on Radio 4 : 8-10am Sunday Worship: 'Meaning in Life' from Northern

Ireland
Sunday on BBC 1 : 1-15pm Songs of Praise with Aled Jones at Fountains Abbey
Sunday on Radio 3 : 4pm Choral Evensong from Lincoln Cathedral
Wednesday on Radio 3 : 4pm Choral Evensong from St John's College, Cambridge
Monday - Friday at 9-45am on Radio 4 Long Wave only : The Daily Service

SERVICES FROM MAY : Please note that from the first Sunday in May onwards
(May 1st), Sunday services in the Beacons Benefice revert back to the old pre-Covid
time of 10.00am (keeping the present pattern for the time being). Also from that
Sunday Zoom Services will come to an end, except for an occasional service.
YouTube services have already reduced from weekly to once a month.

Next Sunday is Swimathon day, May 8th! I shall be in Brecon
pool, with some of my family - this year our ages range from 8
to 76! It's always a fun event and we raise money for two

good causes, Marie Curie and Cancer Research UK.
Another difficult year is behind us, and I'm doing this again in memory of my
brother Robin, who used to take me to my first swimming lessons!
If you would like to support us, cash or a cheque would be very welcome, or you
can donate via Just Giving:

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/elizabethbramley1638376591879
Many thanks, Liz

SITUATION IN UKRAINE : The news from Ukraine is dire. If there is any way you
feel you would like to help locally, have a look at the Hay, Brecon and Talgarth
Sanctuary for Refugees website. This group is working closely with Powys Council,
and many other organisations, to make sure offers of help - from everyday
welcoming to more specialist skills - are targeted as effectively as possible.
Donations to major charities are always needed, of course.

https://hbtsr.cityofsanctuary.org

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/elizabethbramley1638376591879
https://hbtsr.cityofsanctuary.org


3

Sunday 24th April - Second Sunday of Easter - A Service to use at home

INTRODUCTION

Alleluya, Christ is risen! He is risen indeed. Alleluya!

In baptism we died with Christ, so that as Christ was raised from the dead, we might walk in
newness of life. Let us receive his new life as we confess our sins in penitence and faith.
A time of silence for reflection, then:
Like the disciples at the lake, we find it hard to believe your promises.
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.
Like Saul, it can take a lot to change our fixed ideas.
Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.
Like Peter, we sometimes find it hard to receive forgiveness.
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

May the God of love and power forgive us and free us from our sins, heal and strengthen us by
his Spirit, and raise us to new life in Christ our Lord. Amen.

Collect: Almighty Father, who in your great mercy gladdened the disciples with the sight of the
risen Lord: give us such knowledge of his presence with us, that we may be strengthened and
sustained by his risen life and serve you continually in righteousness and truth; through Jesus
Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and for ever. Amen.

READINGS
Zephaniah 3. 14-20 Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; shout, O Israel! Rejoice and exult with all
your heart, O daughter Jerusalem! The LORD has taken away the judgements against you, he
has turned away your enemies. The king of Israel, the LORD, is in your midst; you shall fear
disaster no more. On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem:
Do not fear, O Zion; do not let your hands grow weak. The LORD, your God, is in your midst, a
warrior who gives victory; he will rejoice over you with gladness, he will renew you in his love;
he will exult over you with loud singing as on a day of festival.
I will remove disaster from you, so that you will not bear reproach for it. I will deal with all
your oppressors at that time. And I will save the lame and gather the outcast,
and I will change their shame into praise and renown in all the earth. At that
time I will bring you home, at the time when I gather you; for I will make you
renowned and praised among all the peoples of the earth, when I restore
your fortunes before your eyes, says the LORD.

Acts 9. 1-6 Meanwhile Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the
disciples of the Lord, went to the high priest and asked him for letters to the
synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any who belonged to the Way,
men or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. Now as he was
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going along and approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. He
fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, ‘Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?’ He
asked, ‘Who are you, Lord?’ The reply came, ‘I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. But get up
and enter the city, and you will be told what you are to do.’

John 21. 1-19 After these things Jesus showed himself again to the disciples by the Sea of
Tiberias; and he showed himself in this way. Gathered there together were Simon Peter,
Thomas called the Twin, Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two others of
his disciples. Simon Peter said to them, ‘I am going fishing.’ They said to him, ‘We will go with
you.’ They went out and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing.
Just after daybreak, Jesus stood on the beach; but the disciples did not know that it was Jesus.
Jesus said to them, ‘Children, you have no fish, have you?’ They answered him, ‘No.’ He said to
them, ‘Cast the net to the right side of the boat, and you will find some.’ So they cast it, and
now they were not able to haul it in because there were so many fish. That disciple whom
Jesus loved said to Peter, ‘It is the Lord!’ When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put
on some clothes, for he was naked, and jumped into the lake. But the other disciples came in
the boat, dragging the net full of fish, for they were not far from the land, only about a
hundred yards off.
When they had gone ashore, they saw a charcoal fire there, with fish on it, and bread. Jesus
said to them, ‘Bring some of the fish that you have just caught.’ So Simon Peter went aboard
and hauled the net ashore, full of large fish, a hundred and fifty-three of them; and though
there were so many, the net was not torn. Jesus said to them, ‘Come and have breakfast.’ Now
none of the disciples dared to ask him, ‘Who are you?’ because they knew it was the Lord.
Jesus came and took the bread and gave it to them, and did the same with the fish. This was
now the third time that Jesus appeared to the disciples after he was raised from the dead.
When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, ‘Simon son of John, do you love
me more than these?’ He said to him, ‘Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.’ Jesus said to him,
‘Feed my lambs.’ A second time he said to him, ‘Simon son of John, do you love me?’ He said to
him, ‘Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Tend my sheep.’ He said to him
the third time, ‘Simon son of John, do you love me?’ Peter felt hurt because he said to him the
third time, ‘Do you love me?’ And he said to him, ‘Lord, you know everything; you know that I
love you.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Feed my sheep. Very truly, I tell you, when you were younger, you
used to fasten your own belt and to go wherever you wished. But when you grow old, you will
stretch out your hands, and someone else will fasten a belt around you and take you where
you do not wish to go.’ (He said this to indicate the kind of death by which he would glorify
God.) After this he said to him, ‘Follow me.’

REFLECTION
Do you ever watch the Repair Shop on television? I love seeing these treasured items, almost
beyond repair, being mended, to the absolute delight of their owners. I think it's one of the
most theological programmes around at the moment, and it ties in very well with today's
readings which have a common theme of brokenness restored.
Our first reading, from the prophet Zephaniah, may be more than 2 thousand years old, but it
still sums up everything we could want for in our broken world today, far more even than
mending neglected family heirlooms. No more disasters to fear, no more shame, and above all,
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no misplaced pride, because it is the most despised people who will have praise and renown in
God's new order.
In their different ways, Peter and Paul have both acted in destructive ways which could have
put them right outside God's kingdom. Peter, so often ready to promise more than he could
manage, found his courage failed him completely in the High Priest's courtyard that Thursday
night when he denied three times that he even knew who Jesus was. He certainly had plenty
of time to regret what he did, but thankfully this didn't keep him away from all the action that
followed, in Jerusalem and by Lake Galilee. Never one for sitting still for long, he began an
unsuccessful fishing expedition, a reminder perhaps of that very early time with Jesus, when a
similar poor catch was transformed into more than he and his team could handle. So what
was he thinking now, when he had to face Jesus again, after all that had happened? No
wonder the disciples didn't dare to ask him questions outright! They had all been hoping for a
fairly easy journey to victory, the chosen ones at the side of the Messiah, and that had ended
in disaster. Peter in particular, chosen indeed for leadership, had a lot to learn about the real
cost of following Jesus and loving the 'sheep' in his care. Three denials, and now three
protestations of love, but after experiencing the shame of his denials, this time we sense a
much deeper understanding of what would be involved in renewing his commitment.
That commitment led Peter and the other disciples to preach about Jesus' resurrection openly
in Jerusalem, to flout official orders, to spend time in prison - and to see the number of
disciples growing like the miraculous catch of fish. And it leads us to our next story, that of
Saul, later renamed Paul. He was person of extraordinary energy in pursuing the path he
thought was right in God's eyes, to stamp out this new movement before it could take hold.
Saul was a very successful pharisee, used to making decisions and carrying them out as
efficiently as possible. But God had other plans for him, bringing his mission of destruction to
a very abrupt halt. Our reading ends with Saul taking instructions just for the next few steps,
and as we know from reading more, he had lost his sight and was totally dependent on the
people around him for 'three days' (that significant period of time). What a change! Saul
seems to have regained his energy quickly and was proclaiming Jesus in the synagogues, but
how difficult this must have been for the church in Damascus, too. It was in fact several years
before his new ministry was fully accepted, and he spent the rest of his life travelling,
preaching and reflecting on how the Christian message was there for everyone, not only the
Jewish people.
So back to the Repair Shop: here we see Peter and Paul both being 'repaired' by God and
prepared for a new way of life. I have my own story of broken things repaired, to share with

you too, illustrated in the photos below. When I was
ordained, I was given a lovely home communion set which
had been bought many years ago in memory of a Talybont
vicar's wife. The two flasks, for wine and water, have silver
tops and fit snugly into their velvet-lined compartments.
Imagine my dismay when I broke the water flask against our
kitchen tap and shattered it beyond repair. There was
nothing similar available. Then, walking over Llanfaes Bridge
in Brecon one day, I decided to call into the gallery there,
feeling very foolish. To my absolute delight and surprise, the
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glassblower said this was just the kind of project she would really enjoy. In a couple of months
I had my new bottle, perfectly remade. Every time I look at it, I remember that moment of
deep feeling I had, an intense longing that everything broken in our lives could be repaired so
well.
And of course, that is in a sense what Easter does for each of us - not just for Peter and Paul,
those saints of long ago, but for us all in our lives now. The details of our lives may still be
difficult, but thanks be to God, and to their preaching and teaching, the offer of a life of joy
and fullness is there for us, now and into eternity.

INTERCESSIONS
We pray to Jesus who is always there to meet us in our brokenness:
Lord, we give you thanks for the beauty of our surroundings, and lift to you those places in
the world where there is war and hunger. We pray for peacemakers and policymakers, and
ask that political and economic leaders may have wisdom to see what is wrong and courage
to bring about change for the better.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
We thank you for our families and friends, and lift to you those in our communities who are
struggling, through illness, grief and anxiety. Give them your hope and joy, and show us how
we can share your love.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
We give thanks for your church throughout the world, for its presence in places where
responding to your word is limited by indifference, or brings danger. We pray for our own
congregations, that we can move forward together in this time of change. Help us to trust in
your love and listen to your voice.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
We thank you for those we know who have gone before us and have already been called
home. Help us to share in their everlasting life and joy.
Jesus, Lord of life, in your mercy, accept our prayers, and be with us always. Amen.

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those that trespass against us;
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

CONCLUSION
Living God, your Son made himself known to his disciples in the sharing of food: open the eyes
of our faith, that we may see him in all his redeeming work; who is alive and reigns, now and
for ever. Amen.

God the Father, by whose love Christ was raised from the dead, open to you who believe the
gates of everlasting life. And the blessing of God almighty, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be with
you, those you love and those you pray for, now and always. Amen.
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