
The BEACONS BENEFICE & PARISH of LLYN SAFADDAN
NOTICESHEET & SERVICE

Priest in Charge: Rev. Kelvin Richards tel: 01874-676146 e-mail kelvin@beaconssafaddan.plus.com
Associate Priest: Ven. Alan Jevons tel: 01874-658298 e-mail: alan.jevons@icloud.com

Local Ordained Minister: Rev. Liz Bramley tel: 01874 - 665267 e-mail: liz.bramley@icloud.com
Local Ordained Minister: Rev Trina Lodge tel: 01874 - 658878 e-mail: lodgetrina@gmail.com

Beacons Benefice - https://parish.churchinwales.org.uk/s475
Llyn Safaddan - https://parish.churchinwales.org.uk/s451

Sunday 3rd April : Lent 5 / Passion Sunday
9-15am Service over Zoom

Please contact one of the clergy for the link you’ll need in order to join this.
9-30am Communion Service at Llanfihangel Church
10-30am Communion Service at Llanfrynach Church
11-00am Communion Service at Llangors Church

(followed be Llangors Annual Church Meeting)
Video Service on YouTube

‘Mary of Bethany - Extravagant or Visionary? ’ This can be found on Trina’s YouTube Channel
Short Service with Readings & Reflection Please see below

Monday 4th April
1-00pm Wedding at Cantref Church

Wednesday 6th April
7-00pm Lent Study Group at Llanhamlach Church (see below for details)

Sunday 10th April : Palm Sunday / Passion Sunday
9-15am Service over Zoom

Please contact one of the clergy for the link you’ll need in order to join this.
9-30am Communion Service at Bwlch Church
10-30am Communion Service at Llanfeugan Church

(followed be Llanfeugan Annual Church Meeting)
11-00am Communion Service at Llangasty Church
Video Service on YouTube

Trina's next Video Service will be online by next Saturday
Short Service with Readings & Reflection
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SERVICES ON TV AND RADIO THIS WEEK :
Sunday on Radio Wales: 7-30am Celebration from the Gateway Church, Abergavenny
Sunday on Radio 4: 8-10am Sunday Worship from the Tower of London
Sunday on BBC 1: 1-15pm Songs of Praise from Herefordshire
Sunday on Radio 3: 3pm Choral Evensong from Royal Holloway, London
Wednesday on Radio 3 : 4pm Choral Evensong from St Ann’s Church, Manachester
Monday - Friday at 9-45am on Radio 4 Long Wave only: The Daily Service

LENT COURSE 2022 “CASABLANCA - LOVE, SACRIFICE AND HOPE”
This Lent our Wednesday evening study course is based on the classic 1942 film Casablanca
starring Humphrey Bogart and Ingrid Bergman. It will be held at 7.00pm at Llanhamlach
Church on the next six Wednesdays in Lent. Each session will focus on a key extract from the
film and will provide the basis for discussion and reflection of themes of sacrifice, repentance,
suffering, loss and hope. The film’s wartime setting also provides real poignancy for study at
this time of aggressive armed conflict in Europe. Each session is self-contained, so come to the
sessions you can.

NEW ELECTORAL ROLL / VESTRY MEETINGS : This year we are required by the Church in Wales
to compile completely new Electoral Rolls for each parish before the Easter Vestry Meetings
take place.(originally this was due in to take place in 2020 but had to be abandoned because of
the Covid lockdown). If you would like to be on the Electoral Roll, you’ll need to fill in a form -
these are available at the back of each church. Do please take one and return to one of the
clergy or churchwardens. We can also email you a form as well, if that’s more convenient. The
dates of the Parish Annual Vestry Meetings are 7-30pm Tuesday 26th April for Llyn Safaddan
and 7.00pm Thursday 28th April for the Beacons Benefice. Any reports for the written annual
report will be gratefully received by Kelvin! (By email, or paper).
Dates for the individual church meetings before the parish vestry meetings are:
Llangors - Sunday 3rd Apr following 11am service /
Llanfeugan - Sunday 10th Apr following the 10-30m service
Llangasty - Wednesday 20th April at 2pm (tbc) / Llanfihangel - Wednesday 20th April at 4pm
Llanywern - Sunday 24th April after 11am service / Bwlch - Sunday 24th April after 6pm service
Cantref - tbc. / Llanfrynach - tbc.

HOLY WEEK AND EASTER SERVICES
Palm Sunday - see above
Maundy Thursday: 7pm Communion, Llanhamlach & 7pm Communion, Llanfihangel
Good Friday: 10-30am Devotional Service, Llanfrynach & 2pm Devotional Service, Llanywern
Easter Sunday 17th Apr: 6-00am Dawn Communion at Llangasty Retreat House

9-30am Communion at Llanfihangel
10-30am Communion at Llandetty
10-30am Communion at Cantref
11-00am All Age Communion Service at Llangors

As we are plannning to have Llandetty Church open again for Easter day, we will be having a
cleaning session there from 10am onwards on Maundy Thursday 14th April. Any help with
this would be gratefully welcomed, if you are able to come along (with duster, polish or brush
etc!)



Sunday 3rd April - Lent 5 A Service to use at Home

INTRODUCTION
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Heavenly Father, all hearts are open to you. No secrets are hidden from you. Purify us with
the fire of your Holy Spirit that we may love and worship you faithfully, through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.

A time of silence for reflection, then:
O God, you know my foolishness and my sins are not hidden from you:
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

Let not the flood overwhelm me nor the depths swallow me up; let not the pit shut its mouth
upon me: Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.

Hear me, O Lord, as your loving kindness is good; turn to me as your compassion is great:
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

May the God of love and power forgive us and free us from our sins, heal and strengthen us by
his Spirit, and raise us to new life in Christ our Lord. Amen.

Collect : Most merciful God, who by the death and resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ
delivered and saved the world: grant that by faith in him who suffered on the cross we may
triumph in the power of his victory; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and
reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

READINGS
Psalm 126
When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion : then were we like those who dream.
Then was our mouth filled with laughter : and our tongue with songs of joy.
Then said they among the nations : ‘The Lord has done great things for hem.’
The Lord has indeed done great things for us : and therefore we rejoiced.
Restore again our fortunes, O Lord : as the river beds of the desert.
Those who sow in tears : shall reap with songs of joy.
Those who go out weeping bearing the seed : will come back with shouts of joy, bearing their
sheaves with them.

Isaiah 43. 16-21
Thus says the Lord, who makes a way in the sea, a path in the mighty waters, who brings out
chariot and horse, army and warrior; they lie down, they cannot rise, they are extinguished,
quenched like a wick: Do not remember the former things, or consider the things of old. I am
about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? I will make a way in the
wilderness and rivers in the desert. The wild animals will honour me, the jackals and the
ostriches; for I give water in the wilderness, rivers in the desert, to give drink to my chosen
people, the people whom I formed for myself so that they might declare my praise.



John 12. 1-8
Six days before the Passover Jesus came to Bethany, the home of Lazarus, whom he had raised
from the dead. There they gave a dinner for him. Martha served, and Lazarus was one of those
at the table with him. Mary took a pound of costly perfume made of pure nard, anointed Jesus’
feet, and wiped them with her hair. The house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume.
But Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples (the one who was about to betray him), said, ‘Why was
this perfume not sold for three hundred denarii and the money given to the poor?’ (He said
this not because he cared about the poor, but because he was a thief; he kept the common
purse and used to steal what was put into it.) Jesus said, ‘Leave her alone. She bought it so that
she might keep it for the day of my burial. You always have the poor with you, but you do not
always have me.’

REFLECTION
In today’s gospel, Jesus is visiting Lazarus and his sisters Martha and Mary in Bethany just
before the Passover, just before He enters triumphantly into Jerusalem. As we read, Martha is
preparing dinner, and while Jesus and Lazarus talk, Mary takes a pound of costly perfume
made of pure nard, and anoints Jesus’ feet. She wipes them with her hair, and the whole
house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume – an act over which Judas complains
bitterly - “why was this perfume not sold for three hundred denarius and the money given to
the poor?”, he grumbles. But Jesus answers: “Leave her alone. She bought it for the day of my
burial. You always have the poor with you, but you do not always have me.”

In Jesus’ day the washing and annointing of feet was a common daily practice - after all people
had to travel on hot and dusty roads, and so it was quite normal for a host to provide hot
water and sometimes ointment and oil as well for arriving guests. But the guests would always
wash their own feet. The only one who would wash someone else’s feet was a slave. So for a
person to voluntarily wash and anoint another’s feet would communicate a message that they
were devoted enough to the person to act as the person’s slave. In a way then, that’s what
Mary is communicating to Jesus here, by her actions – extreme, complete devotion and
commitment to him.

Not so Judas, of course, who by contrast, is full of self-interest in the guise of caring about the
poor. His argument sounds good for Mary’s act of devotion is indeed extravagant. – She
spends a year’s salary on perfume just for a man’s feet. But St John doesn’t let him get away
with it; in his account he lets us know what’s going on in Judas’ heart – that all he really is
(indeed that all he’s ever really been) is a fake follower of Jesus, because is motives are
entirely wrong. He’s looking out for himself and his own interests, while Mary is the real and
devoted follower.

What we’ve got in this story then, is a kind of challenge. It’s asking us to consider just what
the costs are of following Jesus. Mary sees that following Jesus will cost her everything, and
she’s willing, ready, to pay that price because Jesus offers life, real, abundant life in return.
Judas also see how much that discipleship will cost, but he isn’t willing to follow it through to
it’s conclusion. He sees that Jesus and his ministry are leading down a road that Judas is
simply not ready to take. He sees the cost of discipleship as being too high, and so he tries to
pretend, to slide by, to masquerade as a true disciple.



So the question and the challenge for us in all this is which are we going to be like? Are we
going to be like Mary, who is willing to pay whatever it costs to show her devotion to God, or
are we going to he more like Judas, pretending, masquerading, playacting at being disciples?

Of course, there’s also a paradox in all this as well. As St Paul would no doubt remind us, the
gift of God’s love and grace is free, it’s offered to us without price. So why are we even
thinking about the great cost of following Jesus in the first place? But, then, isn’t it true that
most things in the Christian faith seemed to be filled with paradox – the kinds of things that
Jesus talked about all the time – the first being last, the humble being exalted, and so on. Thee
same is indeed true in our journey of discipleship. God’s love for us is a free gift - but our
response to this gift will indeed cost us something – perhaps even all that we have.

The German theologican Dietrich Bonhoeffer put it like this:-

“Cheap grace, (he said) is not the kind of forgiveness of sin which frees us from the toils of sin.
Cheap grace is the grace we bestow on ourselves. Cheap grace is the preaching of forgiveness
without requiring repentance, baptism without church discipline, Communion without
confession, absolution without personal confession. Cheap grace is grace without discipleship,
grace without the cross, grace without Jesus Christ, living and incarnate. (But) costly grace is
the treasure hidden in the field; for the sake of which one will gladly go and sell all that he or
she has. It is the pearl of great price for which which the merchant will sell all his goods. It is
the . . . call of Jesus Christ at which the disciple leaves his nets and follows [Jesus].”

That, then is the challenge of today’s gospel as we prepare for another Palm Sunday, Holy
week and beyond. Are we to follow the way of Judas, the way of no cost to ourselves, the way
of ‘cheap grace’, or the way of Mary, the way that may well cost us everything, the way of
costly grace. Amen.

INTERCESSIONS & CONCLUSION

Let us pray to the Father through his Son who suffered on the cross for the world’s redemption.

Fill with your Spirit Christ’s broken body, the Church … Give to Christian people everywhere a
deep longing to take up the cross and to understand its mysterious glory.
By the Saviour’s cross and passion, Lord, save us and help us.

Bless those who lead the Church’s worship … In the preaching of the word and the celebration
of the sacraments draw your people close to you.
By the Saviour’s cross and passion, Lord, save us and help us.

Look in your mercy upon the world you loved so much that you sent your Son to suffer and to
die … Strengthen those who work to share the reconciliation won at such a cost upon the cross.
By the Saviour’s cross and passion, Lord, save us and help us.

Bring healing by the wounds of Christ to all who are weighed down by pain and injustice …
Help the lonely and the betrayed, the suffering and the dying, to find strength in the
companionship of Jesus, and in his passion to know their salvation.
By the Saviour’s cross and passion, Lord, save us and help us.



Welcome into paradise all who have left this world in your friendship … According to your
promises, bring them with all your saints to share in all the benefits of Christ’s death and
resurrection.
By the Saviour’s cross and passion, Lord, save us and help us.

As our Saviour taught us, we boldly pray: Our Father ...

Lord Jesus Christ, you have taught us that what we do for the least of our brothers and sisters
we do also for you: give us the will to be the servant of others as you were the servant of all,
and gave up your life and died for us, but are alive and reign, now and for ever. Amen

May Christ crucified draw us to himself, to find in him a sure ground for faith, a firm support for
hope, and the assurance of sins forgiven; and may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love
of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with us all, evermore. Amen.


	9-30amCommunion Service at Llanfihangel Church
	10-30amCommunion Service at Llanfrynach Church
	11-00am Communion Service at Llangors Church 
	(followed be Llangors Annual Church Meeting)
	Video Service on YouTube
	7-00pmLent Study Group at Llanhamlach Church (see
	9-30amCommunion Service at Bwlch Church
	10-30amCommunion Service at Llanfeugan Church
	(followed be Llanfeugan Annual Church Meeting)
	11-00am Communion Service at Llangasty Church 

