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The BEACONS BENEFICE & PARISH of LLYN SAFADDAN
NOTICESHEET & SERVICE

Priest in Charge: Rev. Kelvin Richards tel: 01874-676146 e-mail kelvin@beaconssafaddan.plus.com
Associate Priest: Ven. Alan Jevons tel: 01874-658298 e-mail: alan.jevons@icloud.com

Local Ordained Minister: Rev. Liz Bramley tel: 01874 - 665267 e-mail: liz.bramley@icloud.com
Local Ordained Minister: Rev Trina Lodge tel: 01874 - 658878 e-mail: lodgetrina@gmail.com

Beacons Benefice - https://parish.churchinwales.org.uk/s475
Llyn Safaddan - https://parish.churchinwales.org.uk/s451

Sunday 8th May : 4th Sunday of Easter
9-30am Communion Service at Bwlch Church
10-00am Communion Service at Llanfeugan Church
11-00am Communion at Llangasty Church
11-00am Family Church at Henderson Hall, Talybont
Short Service with Readings & Reflection for home use

Wednesday 11th May
12-30pm Funeral of June Ann Jones at Llangors

Saturday 14th May
12-00pm Wedding of Scott Baker & Elinor Weymouth at Llangors Church

Sunday 15th May : 5th Sunday of Easter
9-30am Communion Service at Llanfihangel Church
10-00am Communion Service at Llandetty Church
10-00am Communion Service at Cantref Church
11-00am All Age Christian Aid Service at Llangors Church
Short Service with Readings & Reflection for home use

Please note that Sunday Morning Services in the Beacons Benefice have
reverted back to the old pre-Covid time of 10-00am from the beginning of May

mailto:kelvin@beaconssafaddan.plus.com
mailto:alan.jevons@icloud.com
mailto:liz.bramley@icloud.com
mailto:petrinalodge@gmail.com
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https://parish.churchinwales.org.uk/s451
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SERVICES ON TV AND RADIO THIS WEEK :
Sunday on Radio Wales: 7-31am & 7-28pm from St Paul's Methodist Church, Aberystwyth
Sunday on Radio 4: 8-10am Sunday Worship: celebrating George Herbert
Sunday on BBC 1: 1-15pm Songs of Praise from Spring Harvest, Minehead
Sunday on Radio 3: 4pm Choral Evensong from St John's College, Cambridge
Wed on Radio 3 : 4pm Choral Evensong from St Paul's Church, Knightsbridge
Monday - Friday at 9-45am on Radio 4 Long Wave only: The Daily Service

This Sunday is Swimathon day, May 8th! I shall be in Brecon pool, with
some of my family - this year our ages range from 8 to 76! It's always a
fun event and we raise money for two good causes, Marie Curie and

Cancer Research UK. Another difficult year is behind us, and I'm doing this again in memory of
my brother Robin, who used to take me to my first swimming lessons! If you would like to
support us, cash or a cheque would be very welcome, or you can donate via Just Giving:

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/elizabethbramley1638376591879
Many thanks, Liz

SITUATION IN UKRAINE : The news from Ukraine continues to be back. If there is any way you
feel you would like to help locally, have a look at the Hay, Brecon and Talgarth Sanctuary for
Refugees website. This group is working closely with Powys Council, and many other
organisations, to make sure offers of help - from everyday welcoming to more specialist skills -
are targeted as effectively as possible. Donations to major charities are always needed, of
course.

https://hbtsr.cityofsanctuary.org

When I stop at the cross I can see the love of God.

But I can’t see competition. I can’t see hierarchy.
I can’t see pride or prejudice or the abuse of authority.
I can’t see lust for power. I can’t see manipulation.

I can’t see rage or anger or selfish ambition.

I can’t see unforgiveness. I can’t see hate or envy.
I can’t see stupid fighting or bitterness, or jealousy.

I can’t see empire building. I can’t see self-importance.
I can’t see back-stabbing or vanity or arrogance.

I see surrender, sacrifice, salvation,
humility, righteousness, faithfulness, grace, forgiveness, love..

When I stop at the cross I can see the love of God.
Godfrey Birtill

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/elizabethbramley1638376591879
https://hbtsr.cityofsanctuary.org
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Sunday 8thMay - Fourth Sunday of Easter - A Service to use at home
INTRODUCTION

Alleluya, Christ is risen! He is risen indeed. Alleluya!

In baptism we died with Christ, so that as Christ was raised from the dead, we might walk in
newness of life. Let us receive his new life as we confess our sins in penitence and faith.

A time of silence for reflection, then:
We are your sheep, but we find it hard to hear your voice when other voices are
loud.
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.
We are your sheep, but we find it hard to know exactly how to follow you.
Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.
We are your sheep, but we sometimes find it hard to receive your bessings
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

May the God of love and power forgive us and free us from our sins, heal and strengthen us by
his Spirit, and raise us to new life in Christ our Lord. Amen.

Collect: Almighty God, whose Son Jesus Christ is the resurrection and the life: raise us, who
trust in him, from the death of sin to the life of righteousness, that we may seek those things
which are above, where he reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
for ever. Amen.

READINGS
Genesis 7:7-18, 8:6-18, 9:8-13 The flood continued for forty days on the earth; and the waters
increased, and bore up the ark, and it rose high above the earth. The waters swelled and
increased greatly on the earth; and the ark floated on the face of the waters.
At the end of forty days Noah opened the window of the ark that he had made and sent out
the raven; and it went to and fro until the waters were dried up from the earth. Then he sent
out the dove from him, to see if the waters had subsided from the face of the ground; but the
dove found no place to set its foot, and it returned to him to the ark, for the waters were still
on the face of the whole earth. So he put out his hand and took it and brought it into the ark
with him. He waited another seven days, and again he sent out the dove from the ark; and the
dove came back to him in the evening, and there in its beak was a freshly plucked olive leaf; so
Noah knew that the waters had subsided from the earth. Then he waited another seven days,
and sent out the dove; it did not return to him again.
In the six hundred and first year, in the first month, on the first day of the month, the waters
were dried up from the earth; and Noah removed the covering of the ark, and looked, and saw
that the face of the ground was drying. In the second month, on the twenty-seventh day of the
month, the earth was dry. Then God said to Noah, ‘Go out of the ark, you and your wife, and
your sons and your sons’ wives with you. Bring out with you every living thing that is with you
of all flesh - birds and animals and every creeping thing that creeps on the earth - so that they
may abound on the earth, and be fruitful and multiply on the earth.’ So Noah went out with
his sons and his wife and his sons’ wives.
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Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him, ‘As for me, I am establishing my covenant
with you and your descendants after you, and with every living creature that is with you, the
birds, the domestic animals, and every animal of the earth with you, as many as came out of
the ark. I establish my covenant with you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off by the
waters of a flood, and never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.’ God said, ‘This is
the sign of the covenant that I make between me and you and every living creature that is with
you, for all future generations: I have set my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a sign of the
covenant between me and the earth.

Psalm 23 The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not want.
He makes me lie down in green pastures; he leads me beside still waters;
He restores my soul. He leads me in right paths for his name’s sake.
Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil;
for you are with me; your rod and your staff - they comfort me.

You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows.

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,
and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD my whole life long.

Acts 9: 36-43 Now in Joppa there was a disciple whose name was Tabitha, which in Greek is
Dorcas. She was devoted to good works and acts of charity. At that time she became ill and
died. When they had washed her, they laid her in a room upstairs. Since Lydda was near Joppa,
the disciples, who heard that Peter was there, sent two men to him with the request, ‘Please
come to us without delay.’ So Peter got up and went with them; and when he arrived, they
took him to the room upstairs. All the widows stood beside him, weeping and showing tunics
and other clothing that Dorcas had made while she was with them. Peter put all of them
outside, and then he knelt down and prayed. He turned to the body and said, ‘Tabitha, get up.’
Then she opened her eyes, and seeing Peter, she sat up. He gave her his hand and helped her
up. Then calling the saints and widows, he showed her to be alive. This became known
throughout Joppa, and many believed in the Lord. Meanwhile he stayed in Joppa for some
time with a certain Simon, a tanner.

John 10: 22-30 At that time the festival of the Dedication took place in Jerusalem. It was
winter, and Jesus was walking in the temple, in the portico of Solomon. So the Jews gathered
around him and said to him, ‘How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Messiah,
tell us plainly.’ Jesus answered, ‘I have told you, and you do not believe. The works that I do in
my Father’s name testify to me; but you do not believe, because you do not belong to my
sheep.My sheep hear my voice. I know them, and they follow me. I give them eternal life, and
they will never perish. No one will snatch them out of my hand. What my Father has given me
is greater than all else, and no one can snatch it out of the Father’s hand. The Father and I are
one.’
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REFLECTION
Our Gospel reading today has two voices: The voice of Jesus, and 'the Jews' who challenge
him. Imagine the scene:
Jesus: It’s lovely here on a winter’s day, sheltered from the wind and rain, catching the sun
shining on the stones. You meet lots people from all over the world here, – I have often taught
the people who come and gather here, but nobody other than a Jew is allowed to go any
further! It’s Hanukkah, the feast of dedication, and many people come to the Temple to
celebrate. It’s a time when we remember how the Temple was rededicated after it had been
completely ruined by a foreign army. Perhaps that’s why we say that the Gentiles, foreigners,
can only come only this far in. Here come some Jews. I expect they’ll go straight in – but no,
they seem to be coming this way.
The Jews: How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Messiah, just tell us clearly.
Jesus: Look, I have answered these questions so many times. Why can't you hear my answer?
Or if you don't believe what I say, look at what I'm doing!
Now, imagine for a moment that the conversation went rather differently:
'Yes,' answers Jesus. 'Oh, right then', say the Jewish authorities, 'so we... ' and then what?
'Are you the Messiah?' It sounds like a really simple yes/no question, from them and of course,
one we ask too. So why is it so difficult to hear the simple answer? I think there are several
reasons, and have picked three to consider here.
First, we are right to look carefully at who Jesus is. We should check his claims. Perhaps, like
me, in this age of fake news and scams, you receive a lot of bogus messages of all kinds, and
often the best thing is to ignore or delete them. We are right to be sceptical of unusual offers
and requests we receive, and it takes time and energy to do more, to report them or warn
other people. The Jewish authorities put a lot of time and energy into watching Jesus, but
their starting point was that he couldn't possibly be the Messiah. He had the wrong
background, he mixed with the wrong people, he broke far too many rules. They found it
really hard to believe he might be speaking the truth, in a deeper way than they were
expecting. Are we too busy to put much effort into listening to his voice today, reflecting on
the gospel message, considering seriously where he might be at work now healing and
restoring lives? It's easy enough for his voice to be drowned out by the constant bad news we
hear on the media, but there are positive notes if you listen carefully, particularly in our own
communities.
Secondly, the Jewish people had been waiting so long for this Messiah, foretold by the
prophets for thousands of years. Possible heroes had come and gone, or shown to be
impostors. Why should this happen now, in their lifetime? On balance, it's hardly likely. And
this is our position, too. The early Christians believed that Jesus would come again very soon,
but as the years went by, they had to adjust their beliefs. Here we are, two thousand years on,
and the world is still full of terrible problems, with the threat of worse to come. How do we
regard our prophets of doom? It's a hard balancing act, living in the Kingdom of God which we
can just glimpse, in acts of bravery and kindness, but never quite knowing how the end will be.
And thirdly, we have had plenty of time to get used to the idea of God we have developed, to
the ways of worship we have, to following a particular routine. At least, we were before
lockdown, and of course, we are very glad to be able to return now to some kind of 'normality'
in church. Now, though, there's a sense in which we are 'coming out of the ark' and we have
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to find a way of living again. But still we find some difficult questions hovering there. If we do
believe Jesus is the Messiah, how should we follow him? Will there be impossible demands?
What happens if we fail? How can we love our neighbours and relate to people, inside and
outside church? The story of Tabitha is a great encouragement here: she did what she could
to help people around her in a low-key way; although she was probably not at all rich or
famous, she is rightly remembered as a kind neighbour. She chose life, and received life. I
believe, like the disciples, when we start on this journey, we don't know it all, but we learn as
we go, and as we see life from inside the Kingdom, we will begin to experience this life in all its
fullness.

INTERCESSIONS
We pray to Jesus who is always ready to hear us:
Lord we pray that your voice will be heard in your church. We lift to you our congregations
here, and also John our Bishop and Andy our Archbishop as they settle in to their new roles.
We pray that we will all hear you voice challenging and encouraging us as we walk with you.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
We pray that your voice will be heard by all who have been elected recently, that they may
make wise decisions for us all in Britain. We lift to you particularly all whose political and
economic decisions affect the wider world, for those in charge of armies, as well as those
trying to bring about peace and healing, in Ukraine and so many other places of conflict.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
We pray that your voice will be heard in our families and our communities, as we face our
various problems together. We remember all who are ill, grieving or anxious. Help us to
listen well to others and do what we can to show your love.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
We thank you for the voices of those who encouraged us, who we remember with love, and
who have now gone on before to be with you in the fullness of your life.
Jesus, Lord of life, in your mercy, accept our prayers, and be with us always. Amen.

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those that trespass against us;
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

CONCLUSION
Merciful Father, you gave your Son Jesus Christ to be the Good Shepherd, and in his love for us
to lay down his life and rise again: keep us always under his protection, and give us grace to
follow in his steps; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

God the Father, by whose love Christ was raised from the dead, open to us who believe the
gates of everlasting life. And may the blessing of God almighty, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be
with us, those we love and those we pray for, now and always. Amen.
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